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OThank you very much for the perfect working new
B4 racing machine. Believe me, this is the best boat
that | have sailed in my life.O

Andre Budzien - GER 711

O - bearing in mind that I've not been in a Finn for a
couple of years and weigh more than 110 kg, | was
extremely surprised to feel so fast off the wind. Please
send me your spec. sheets and build schedule so that
| can place an order.O

John Greenwood - GBR 5

OThank you for my new B4 Finn. | was very impressed

with the complete, ready to sail package, including

the Pata Willetts mast and especially with the high

build quality. My first serious event was the UK Finn  Stefan DeVries B NED 6

Masters and with the impressive speed to windward

and blistering downwind speed, | was able to finish  OWith the solid performance and quality of my Pata

1st Grand Master.O Willetts mast and the B4 hull, | can finally just go
racing and not worry about having the right
Alan Tucker - RSA 540 equipment.O

Pata Willetts Marine
Website: www.suntouched.co.uk Tel: + 44 (0)7734 251033 email: B4@suntouched.co.uk
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PresidentOs Letter

Dear Friends,
Dear Finn sailors around the world,

Considering the manifold projects currently
run by the IFA, our Executive Director,
Corinne Roland-McKenzie and myself have
decided to use this presidentOs letter for
briefing you on the various issues the class
is facing in the near future. Parts of this
overview of IFA activities have already been
communicated to national class secretaries,
however, we felt that the wider Finn sailing community should also
have a chance to learn about the projects forming the centre of our
work over the forthcoming months.

As you may already be aware of, the IFA Executive and some other
Finn sailors and coaches decided last September to summarise the
policies, tasks and projects the Finn Class regards as priorities in the
longer term. This group has spent a considerable amount of time and
effort sharing ideas on the class future. The outcome is the conception
of the 2008 Finn Strategic Plan. This plan has been published on
www.finnclass.org and is encompassing all the areas of IFA and sets
goals and priorities for the short and the long term. You are all more
than welcome to comment on it and come back to us with constructive
feedback and ideas.

One of our major issues for the near future is a program VP

Development, Michele Marchesini has Ogiven birthO to last month, and

which is already collecting material to be allocated at a later date.
The Finn International Development Support (FIDeS) is a programme
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aimed to help developing countries in the Finn class or new sailors
with no support, who have the objective to sail competitively. We have
approached many people including ex-Finn sailors and builders and
many of them have committed to help with donations of new or second
hand equipment as well as discounted products. Michele has written
a document named Guidelines and Rules of FIDeS and we hope to
make it work rapidly to help more countries and sailors to join the
local and international Finn families. We hope that you can pass the
word around and help us promote this programme.

Robert Deaves has taken control of the Finn website and loaded it
with a whole lot of new information. Both the Strategic Plan and the
FIDeS programme are available to download directly there. There is
a new Forum especially conceived for regatta organisers. You and
your federations can place here information and links also for local
Finn championships and regattas.

In the latest news section you will also find a link to the 2006 FGC in
Split/Croatia. The dates are from the 8th to 16th of July 2006. As
some of you know, this regatta will be used (along with the 2005 FGC)
as qualification for the 2007 ISAF combined Worlds (qualifying 75%
of nations for the Olympics). Because of the restriction to 80 boats
in the 2007 FGC and the anticipated desire to most countries to qualify
a maximum number of representatives for Cascais, we have decided
to increase the number of entries for 2006. The first step will be to
allow a representative of the National Finn Association appointed by
the secretary (when the Secretary is unable to come) to race; the only
condition to this is that this person dully represents his country and
votes at the AGM (9th of July). The second step is to apply for extra
places (by sending an email to 106453.577@compuserve.com before
the end of April).
[Continues on page 5]
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PresidentOs Letter (continued)

With the increasing number of Juniors, the Executive have decided
to organise a Junior Cup just before the European Championship in
Palamos. This will be a short regatta with a training camp. More details
will be available later, however we would like to know how many
sailors/countries are interested in this event to anticipate participation.
The dates for the 2006 European Championship are from the 22nd
to the 30th of September. The Malcesine Finn Cup has been therefore
pushed back one week to be held between the 6th and 8th of October.

Liking and respecting our desire to repeat history, AmericaOs Cup

Management has agreed to organise a one day OAll-starO Finn regatta

in Valencia in the new harbour. The concept created by Clifton Webb
in Auckland in 1998 to attract media and publicity to the Finn, proved
to be a great success. AC Management will organise the next one in
conjunction with the Finn class probably before Act 12. The sailors
invited are the actual or past Finn sailors engaged in an AC team.
This event will hopefully bring good media exposure and allow great
sailors to once more enjoy their beloved boat.

With regards to the new Olympic format, as expected, Grade 1 event
organisers have adopted the new format in their regattas. We also
expect regattas like Princess Sofia, Barcelona and other Grade 2
events to do the same. The problem that could emerge from it is that
the fine print of such format is not yet defined and the Olympic classes
fear that liberal decisions will be taken without ISAF or the classes
consultation. The wind limit on the last race, the minimum number of
races before the last race, the quality and experience of judges with
Appendix Q (direct judging) experience, racing for the sailors outside
the top 10 on the last day, but also the race course chosen or the
length of the course could result in a different format altogether. It
would be really helpful that sailors who have attended Miami and the
next events with the new format send their feedback to Corinne for
further evaluation. Hopefully, we Olympic classes will be able to get

a commitment on the Ofine printO at the next ISAF mid-year meeting

in May.

Jumping over to technical aspects of our great boat, thanks to the
Richard Hart led IFA Technical Committee and Gilbert Lamboley, the
shape of the hull at the measurement stations is now set out in digital
form, along with the shape of the relevant templates. This completes
work started in the 1970s. Gilbert is also working at producing
convincing shapes for the intermediate sections 1, 3, 5 and 7 that are
not measured, as a guide to boat builders.

We are moving into a new era in some other ways as well. ISAF is
determined to take a more active role in ensuring that classes have
good rules and that these Equipment Rules are adhered to. Thanks
to Richard and his Technical Committee, we are a jump ahead of
most because we have already adopted the SCR format. The next
focus of attention is going to be the qualification of the measurers.

In an endeavour based on the request from Finn sailors attending
the last AGM in Kalmar, IFA decided to become more pro-active in
the course of finding suitable sailing venues for forthcoming majors
Finn championships. In this manner the Executive has already finalised
details of a bid from Melbourne to host the 2008 FGC (the bid has
been published on the website) and further regatta bids (2008 FGC
and Europeans) are welcome. The next AGM is scheduled for the 9th
of July in Split.

Last but not least, VP Sailing Ali Enver Adakan has been called by
his country to do his military service on the north-east border of Turkey
in the Kurdish mountains. We wish him the best under these tough
conditions and hope he will be back soon. In the meantime Daniel
Birgmark has kindly agreed to temporarily carry out the duties of Vice
President - Sailing.

Best regards

Dr. Balazs Hajdu
Corinne-Rolland McKenzie
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Technical Developments

At the November Meeting of ISAF, corrections were approved
for various minor errors and omissions in our new Class Rules.
In January, JYri Saraskin noticed that the measurement from the
top of the boom to the middle of the pin hole had been shown as
a maximum when it should be a minimum! We were able to
include the correction with the changes that became effective on
March 1st. If you find any more errors like that, please let me
know!

The changes are available as downloads on the Finn Class
website, and there are instructions about changing several pages.
| believe that there should be no boats affected.

We are coming to the time of year when submissions should be
prepared for the class AGM. Please consider any suggestions
that you may want your national Finn Association to make, and
when submissions are published, make sure that your national
representative has been briefed about what you and your country
want.

On another matter, the long saga about digitising our hull shape
and templates is nearly sorted at last: the information is now
prepared and standardised on the measurement baseline.

The next three years are going to be interesting times, as ISAF
is reshaping the way that measurement and certification are
organised. It is intended that the processes will be made simpler
and that builders will be encouraged towards Oln-House
CertificationO (this means that the builder is approved to check
the boat etc himself). IHC will be an option that WE can approve,
but the result will be something that we do anyway: when you
collect the new boat or the new sall, it has already been measured.
Our new rules were written with IHC in mind, but no doubt some
redrafting will be necessary when all the details have been agreed.

ISAF is becoming more directly involved with operations in the
various classes, so when issues arise, please make sure that
your national Finn and national

authority representatives know what

you feel about these issues. If they

are not told, they have to guess what

they think is good for us.

Richard Hart
16th March 2006



Dutch bid for 2008 World Masters

During the Master Worlds at Balaton in
June this year, the Dutch Finn sailors will
make a presentation to bid to organise the
Finn World Masters 2008.

The venue will be the IJsselmeer at
Medemblik in Holland. This is the same
area where the famous Holland Regatta
(previously called the SPA Regatta) is
held. Medemblik is the smallest, prettiest
and oldest city of West-Friesland alongside
the former Zuiderzee (IJsselmeer),
approximately 40 km north of Amsterdam.
Due to its rich history, Medemblik is an
interesting place to visit. The picturesque
town reminds you of the old days. In
addition there are many tourist attractions,
such as harbours, castle Radboud, a
typical Dutch flour mill Ode Herder®, many
museums and establishments.

The Regatta Center Medemblik is the
home base for many international sailing
events, such as the Holland Regatta,

European and World Championships in
several classes, and of yachting events
like the 24-hours race. This reputation and
position is due to the sheltered location at
the windward shore of the 1Jsselmeer, to
the attraction of the historical city of
Medemblik, and to the effort of various
organising committees of sailing events.

The International Sailing Center Medemblik
(ISCM) is situated at the northern part of
the venue close to the harbour entrance.
During the Finn Masters, the ISCM will be
the regatta office including the protest
rooms. The racing area is non-tidal and is
fresh water. In addition to a harbour and
a sailing centre, the venue offers a
restaurant, a water sports store, camper
parking, camping and bungalows.

During the Masters at Balaton the Dutch
sailors will be happy to inform you more
about this perfect location! We hope you
will all say then: going Dutch in 2008!

At the NA Finn Masters, Gus Miller had
plenty to say, while Derek Mess and Larry
Lemieux have heard it all before.

...shot with an

artistOs eye...

www.RegattaActivelmages.com

Photos by Jan Walker
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Sailor profile
Allen Burrell (GBR)

Name: Allen Burrell

Age: 41

What is your home town? Southend-on-Sea

When did you start sailing?1970

Summary of sailing career: Started in Cadets in which | was reserve
for the Worlds, then moved on to Lasers and then Solos. | followed
the Solo circuit for many years, then moved on to the Phantom in
which | have won the Nationals 5 times and finally the Finn. In between
| have also competed in the OK and Albacore Nationals.

Why did you take up sailing? Because | lived at a boat yard.

What was your first boat? A pram dinghy similar to a Cadet.

What was your favourite boat and why? Phantom because it is
light and fast for someone of my weight.

What class did you first race in? Cadet.

How much time do you spend on the water per week? 4 to 8 hours.
Who are your sailing heroes and why? lain Percy and Richard
Stenhouse because of their determination to win combined with a
good attitude to the sport and those around them.

Why did you take up the Finn? To sail against the best in my weight
range.

How long have you sailed the Finn? 7 years on and off.

What is your favourite venue? Lyme Regis.

What is your least favourite venue? Small inland ponds and
anywhere with no wind !

When was your first major win? Phantom Nationals 1996.

What is your best ever result? 3rd at Finn World Masters 2005.
What are your strengths in sailing? Upwind.

What are your weaknesses in sailing? Downwind and not aggressive
enough on the start line.

What result gave you the most satisfaction? 3rd at the Finn World
Masters 2005.

What is the single most important piece of sailing advice you
could give to a young sailor? There is no substitute for time in the
boat so practice and enjoy yourself!

What is the Finn classes greatest asset? The high standard of
competition.

What are its disadvantages? The costs involved in competing
regularly both here and abroad.

Are there any changes you like see happen to the Olympic classes
sailing circuit? No real opinion..

What class would you like to move into after the Finn? Cruising
in the Med !

Do you think the spread of Olympic classes should be changed
and how? | think the Melges dinghy should be included.

What is the funniest thing you've ever witnessed at a regatta?
Seeing someone on the way to a regatta driving out of a garage,
having wrapped their trailer around a petrol pump, with the hose
dragging behind them .

Other hobbies and interests? Keeping my wife and her horse happy!
What job would you be doing if you were not sailing? Plastering
Where would you like to see the gold cup sailed in the future?
No real preference.

EditorOs note: Thanks to all those sailors who filled in the questionnaires
for this section. They will all be used when space permits.
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Semaine Internationale de CANNES - FINN
15 to 18 February 2006

1 MON 23 BRUNO Ismael 1 1 2 DNF 4
2 CRO 16 TOMASEVIC Emil OCS 3 1 2 6
3 AUT 271 RAUDALSCHL Florian 2 4 4 1 7
4 NED 6 DE VRIES Stefan 3 2 3 DNF 8
5 NED 64 ZETZEMA Wietre OCS 5 6 3 14
6 HUN 6 PAL Gaszton 5 7 13 9 21
7 FRA9 PONSOT Pierre Alexis 7 10 5 14 22
8 FRA 110 CHOLEY Luc DNF 6 7 12 25
9 BAR 2 MCGREGOR David 10 DNF 9 6 25
10AUT 7 GUBI Michael 15 8 15 4 27
11 GER 22 MITTERER Martin 6 11 10 26 27
12GER 165 MEID Dirk 4 9 17 15 28
13FRA 75 HAY Laurent OCs 12 11 5 28
14HUN 5 PALLAI Tibor 14 DNF 8 8 30
15FRA 862 ALLAIN DES BEAUVAIS Marc 8 13 12 DNF 33
16 FRA 850 TETARD Pascal 12 15 DNF7 34
17 SUI 99 BRAK Thomas 9 16 14 13 36
18FRA 846 HENAF FGilles 17 18 DNF21 56
19FRA 6 LIMARE Francois 18 19 DNF19 56
20FRA 827 SALIN Jan 21 20 16 DNF 57
21FRA 885 BELLES JeanNoel 19 22 18 22 59

Devoti Finn - the winner®s choice

2005 results:

1st European Championshi
1st World Championship|
1st World Masters

2004 results:

1st World Championships

1st European Championships
1st World Masters

1st Athens 2004

Devoti Finns have won 10 of the last 11 World Championg

Devoti Sailing supplied 100 Finns to the
Moscow Sailing Federation for the 2005 Gold Cup

All business is now handled by an office in
the Czech Republic as from 1st July 2005

Devoti Sailing s.r.o.
Pr'kop 27/2a
602 00 Brno
Czech Republic
Tel/Fax +420 545 215 373
Mobile: +420 602 160 562
Office Opening hours: 8am to 4pm CET
E-mail: info@devotisailing.cz
Web: http://www.devotisailing.com
Devoti Finn stocked in Holland by HIT Masts

DS

12}

hips
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Cannes 2006

22FRA 797 DE SEILLIGNY Christophe 26 24 19 17 60
23SUI 496 GAUTSCHI Thomas 11 14 DNFDNF 69
24FRA 822 LESAGE Vincent 25 21 DNF24 70
25FRA 74 FAUROUX Jacques 24 23 DNF23 70
26GBR 53 COBB Rodney 16 DNF DNF11 71
27FRA 848 ROUMAILLAC Jean Claude 22  DNF DNF 10 76
28SUI'11  FATZER Hans 20 17 DNFDNF 81
29FRA 869 BAUMGARTEN Regis 23 25 DNFDNF 92
301TA 43 PIRAM Pietro DNF 26 DNF30 100
31MON 234 KUTRZ Michael 13 DNC DNFDNF 101
32RSA 540 TUCKER Alan DNF DNF DNF16 104
33FRA 865 ROCHET Joseph DNF DNF DNF18 106
34FRAS59 SALOMON Herve DNF DNF DNF20 108
35FRA 83 GODEFROY Joel DNF DNF DNF25 113
36FRA 837 GUILLOU Alain-Pierre DNF DNF DNF27 115
37FRA 800 ZOCCOLA Yves DNF DNC DNF28 116
38FRA1 POISSANT Didier DNF DNC DNF29 117

HEAVYWEIGHT DINGHY D FINN Issue Date b 8 Mar 2006

Emilios Papathansiou has been hovering outside the top spot on the Finn
rankings for the last 12 months and has finally made it. The only event to
add points to this release was the ISAF Grade 2 Semaine Internationale
de Cannes. Victorious was ISAF Athlete Commission representative for the
Finn, Ismael BRUNO and he now rises from 30 to 26. The highest ranked
sailor competing in Cannes was Stefan De Vries who finished just outside
the medals. There are now 232 sailors on the Finn Rankings.

Skipper Nation Prev  Events Points
1 Emilios PAPATHANASIOU GRE 4 7 4753
2 Jonas HOEGH CHRISTENSEN DEN 3 7 4634
3 Rafael TRUJILLO VILLAR ESP 2 7 4539
4 Gasper VINCEC SLO 5 7 4457
5 BenAINSLIE GBR 1 7 4372
6 Daniel BIRGMARK SWE 6 7 436
7 Edward WRIGHT GBR 9 7 4173
8 Aaron OOGRADY IRL 12 7 4064
9 Vladimir KRUTSKIKH RUS 13 7 4054
10 Waclaw SZUKIEL POL 8 7 4017
11 Soren HOLM DEN 7 7 3957
12 Johan TILLANDER SWE 11 7 3926
13 Chris COOK CAN 10 7 3895
14 Daniel SLATER NZL 17 6 3737
15 Stefan DE VRIES NED 15 7 3713
16 Ivan KLJAKOVIC GASPIC CRO 18 7 3702
17 Olexiy BORYSOV UKR 19 7 3700
18 Wietze ZETZEMA NED 21 7 3666
19 Marin MISURA CRO 14 7 3657
20 Anthony NOSSITER AUS 16 7 3643

Photos by Gatti Thibaut



In January at the London
International Boat Show, British

Finn Association Chairman Mike

Woodhead and Secretary Phil
Laycock tracked down Ben Ainslie

for a chat about the AmericaOs Cup,
the Olympics and the future.
Reprinted from PUMP, the British
Finn Association newsletter.

America0s Cup - How is it going, what is your
role on the boat and what do you reckon
your chances are in the scheme of things?

ItOs going really well and we have just finished
building our first new boat - NZL 84. It got
through all the structural tests than need to
be done weOre so ready to start testing it
against 81 B which is the first of the last
generation of boats down in Auckland BEnext
week. My role is skipper of the B boat, so
basically to make sure the testing is as
effective as possible and get to a position
where | can stand in and be able to race in
the Cup if | need to.

Are you happy with that role?

Yes, thereOs been a lot of talk about not being
on the A boat or the race boat but basically
my options were to be the strategist of the A
boat or take on the B boat and learn how to
skipper a boat like that and learn how to match
race and get to a position where | can race in
the Cup and do well. So for me, thatOs a fantastic
opportunity and | look at it as a long term goal
in a way. You look at the people like Coutts and
those guys and they took a long time to get up
to that level; it doesnOt come overnight.

The Luca Devoti boat is so full of Finn sailors

and helms; how do you think they will fare?

| think they will be just fine. They have proven
in the ACTS that they can sail the boat and
match race just fine and seem to be a good
team. You would imagine a lot of singlehanders
together on a boat wouldnOt be a good mix but
all the characters they have there such as Bart,
Rafa, Nocker are all good solid blokes as well
as lan Walker doing the tactics. HeOs got a lot
of experience to keep the boat calm.

Do you think Bart is motivated enough to
challenge you for an Olympic campaign?

| saw him recently and he is doing really well.
He is enjoying a bit of time off. | think he just
wants to sail for fun and enjoy it. HeOs planning
some squad training down in Weymouth and
time will tell whether he wants another crack
at the Games or not. Either way | think itOs great
having guys like Bart, Chris Brittle, Matt Howard,
and Ed Wright all pushing each other along.

8

In 2003, Rafa said OitOs a good job that the
UK can®t send two people to the Athens
Olympics as they are in danger of coming
back with two medals.O In 2003, Bart was
pushing you really hard but he doesnOt seem

to be doing that much at the moment.

I think its really hard. Doing the AmericaOs
Cup is seriously hard work; in the gym at 6
in the morning and working on boats and
often not getting home until 9 or 10 at night.
So by the end of it the last thing you really
want to do is spend your weekend going
sailing again. It sounds hard and people donOt
really understand, but it is pretty tough grind
so | think heOs just happy having a bit of time
off. IOm sure he still loves his Finn sailing and
will be back doing some racing soon.

Who do you rank as your biggest rivals

in the world of Finn sailing at the moment?
Good question. | think itOs going through a
real transition zone at the moment with some
of the guys like myself, Rafa and Bart going
and spending more time cup sailing and not
Finn sailing and people like Sebastian and
Mateusz moving on to different classes and
then younger guys coming through. 1tOs hard
to really say where the benchmark is. | guess
Emilios is still training hard so | think he is
probably the on-form guy at the moment.
Leading up to 2008 itOs still quite early, people
like Dan Slater are going really well, and
various younger guys like that are coming
through, so its going to be a really interesting
lead up to 2008 in terms of who takes control
of the fleet and sets the benchmark.

When will the AC be out of the way to
concentrate on the build up to 2008?
Obviously it depends a lot on how we do,
somewhere between June and July 2007 so
it doesnOt leave a long time to get ready for
the Worlds. That looks like it is going to be
part of the selection process so itOs not going
to be easy by any means but 10Il have to try
and keep in shape and get ready for that one.

You look quite lean at the moment?

I need to be lighter for helming the Cup boats,
you donOt need much weight for standing behind
the wheel. | try and keep my weight around 90
kg and keep lean so that if you need to put the
weight on, you can get up to racing weight.

Who do you rate amongst the British squad,

other than Bart, as potential successors

to you if you donOt go for the 2012?

1tOs hard to say, a number of the guys my age
and a little bit younger are going to need to look
to professional sailing to earn a living and move
on, so thatOs going to happen. 1Om quite
impressed by Mark Andrews. HeOs young and

Photos: Ben Ainslie on his way
to winning a record fourth
Finn Gold Cup in Moscow in 2005

Photos by Masha Novoselova

his results so far havenOt set the world on fire
but he has certainly shown a lot of promise and

| see in him the sort of temperament that
perhaps in the future could be really good. Also
guys like Giles Scott whoOs a big lad from Lasers
will do well in a bigger boat.

Ed Wright seems to be somebody whoOs
made a really good impression on the
domestic scene and heOs had one or two
very good results internationally as well.

Has he got the temperament, the dedication

and the commitment to go all the way?

EdOs a really seasoned campaigner with a lot
of years in the Laser Class being really
successful and been on the Olympic squad
s0 he is certainly someone with the right work
ethic and capability to do it. Its just a matter
of how he applies himself and how things go
for him but | certainly think that for him and
other people like Matt Howard, itOs there for
the taking. ItOs just doing things right.

If you were to give those without unlimited
training time three top tips to get the most
out of the boat what would they be?

a) Boat preparation: setting the boat up
properly. Make sure that everything is neat
and the finish of the boat is good. Knowing
your boat.

b) Boat handling

¢) Working on racing well, getting good starts,
wind shifts, etc.
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From a fitness point of view B in terms of
strength or endurance B where would you
put the emphasis in terms of the Finn?
Endurance for sure. You see a lot of big guys,
really big guys, even at Olympic level and they
are fine for the first five minutes on a run and
then you get down to the bottom and running
for the ratchet block. Endurance and technique
as well. Technique can overcome a lot of lack
of strength ® 2 to 1 as opposedto 1to 1 B as
well changing hiking technique and styles.

You very quickly started a trend towards
centre mainsheet and away from the sidedeck
cleats. What was the main reason for that?
Firstly, like any newcomer to a class should
do, | went to look at the best guyOs boat which
was Mateusz, and he had a centre jammer
and | guessed there must be a reason for
that. | tried it and really liked it. The main
benefits are for changing from 2 to 1
downwind and certainly tacking. If you did a
tacking drill itOs about 30 seconds quicker
over 10 minutes.

What is your greatest achievement?
Winning Gold in Sydney in 2000.

Most memorable sailing moment?
The race in Sydney.

Highlight of your life to date?

Winning at the Olympics and all those things
they talk about. ThatOs not just for me
personally but for everyone else who worked
behind the individuals, so itOs great to be able
to give something back to them as well.

What do you enjoy most about sailing?
For me itOs a game as much as anything, |
enjoy the challenge.

So what do you like least about sailing

and life as a full time sailor?

Well it sounds very glamorous and | suppose

it is, but there are also a lot of sacrifices that
you have to make along the way and itOs like
everything else in life. 1tOs a trade off but IOm
certainly very happy to be out there doing it.

Do you believe that the Finn is still the
viable singlehander for Olympic
competition and if so why?
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Yes | think it is. The Laser is a great class
but certainly itOs limited in a number of ways
such as the weight and the technical side,
and the Finn offers that. You already see
people like Giles Scott, heOs 18 and heOs
already too big for the boat so thereOs a lot
of guys out there who need a boat like the
Finn as a challenge and right now | donOt
think there is any realistic alternative that
offers both the physical and technical
challenge that the Finn does.

Do you think that holding the 2008 Finn
European championships in Britain would

help promote the Finn for selection in 2012?

Yes certainly an event thatOs well run and
high profile is going to help the class in that
crucial period. | think the Finn class in general
has done a very good job in the past but it
needs to continue to do a good job of
publicising the events that go on and making
the most out of the sailors and the athletes
that it has. Making people realise that itOs a
real challenge to sail and looking at the people
that have gone on from Finn sailing to do
other things in the sport.

Are you enjoying having a little bit more
company on the boat when you sail
AmericaOs Cup yachts?

Yes itOs been really good actually. The Kiwis are
a great bunch. They are fun to sail with, have a
good work ethic, work hard, play hard and that
works fine with me and we have a good time.

Did you find the teamwork different from
being in a singlehander for so long,
suddenly having to communicate what
you wanted to do to other people?

Yes for sure. ThatOs part of the challenge and
the leadership at the back end of the boat,
making sure the guys are working and that
the team is running well. 1tOs coming on really
well and is quite rewarding being part of a
team and making it work.

Is there the possibility that you will be in

the afterguard for Team NZ in 2007?

| think its pretty unlikely and if I am it would
be as a helmsman and you know we decided
pretty early on what our goal was going to
be but, as | said before IOm really happy with
the situation and the opportunity I1Ove got,
moving forwards to the future.

WhatOs your reaction to the new ISAF final
race system for the 2008 Olympics?

| struggle to subscribe to the ideas of trying to
use a non-discard final race to increase the
PR or media attention on sailing. | think Olympic
sailing is never going to compete with athletics
on TV or on the spectator side and the
Olympics is all about higher, faster, stronger
b about the best people winning B and | think
by this system it effectively makes it harder
for the best people to win so IOm not a fan of
it. But sailing is always going to develop and
these things will happen, but after itOs been
used for a couple of times, | don®t think thereQll
be a huge amount of confidence it in.

Do you think that there are modifications
that could be make to the Finn that would
improve its performance and make it more
attractive to the general sailing population?
Certainly the boom is pretty archaic and there
are a number of things which you could do
to the boat, but certainly the carbon mast has
made a real difference. It must have been
really hard sailing them in the old days. There
has been a similar push with Lasers in the
past and | think you just have to be careful
because in the end you are effectively
designing a new boat. So certainly there are
some things that would help, small things,
but I think fundamental change is probably a
step in the wrong direction.

Do you ever see yourself sailing in the
Finn Masters for fun?

It would be nice to. They had an All Star
regatta in Auckland a few years ago and a
lot of the old boys turned up for that. 1tOs
certainly a great class to be involved with, so
hopefully you never lose your ties.

Can you envisage a point coming where GB

get its act together and enters for the AC?

| think there will definitely be a British
challenge in the near future and certainly it
would be great to be involved in that. 1tOs
definitely got the sailing and design talent
and thereOs the money out there; it just needs
the whole thing to come together. The Cup
is one of those things, itOs probably stretching
it a bit to go and win it first time, itOs a long
term project. You get the right people buying
in to that and itOs certainly possible to win it.






