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President’s letter
What has the world come to when a Finn
Olympic medalist jumps into a Star and
wins both Europeans and Worlds in his first
season, and the very next year the reigning
Olympic Laser Champion wins the Finn
Europeans and Worlds in his first season?

The answer is simple: the boats are just
tools and it’s the sailors that make the
difference. Sure we fight over our boats
being better suited for the Olympics and
we call our boats ‘she’, but in the end we
should make sure all sailors have the most
adequate tools to suit their size and weight
to ensure quality always comes out on top.
Wouldn’t you say we’re not far off the mark?

Congratulations to Ben Ainslie for achieving
something that hasn’t been done for 17
years, when Lasse Hjortnäs won both
Europeans and Worlds in the same year.
A truly exceptional performance. Ben won
the Europeans in front of Luca Devoti, who
obviously enjoys the Cesme (Turkey)
conditions, having finished in the same
silver position at the 1994 Europeans
behind José Maria van der Ploeg. At the
Wor lds ,  Ben outsa i led Mateusz
Kusznierewicz, who had won his first Worlds
there in 1998, and local hero Emilios
Papathanasiou, as well as the remaining
fleet of 90+ sailors. Congratulations also
to Chris Brittle, who completed the British
triumph, by winning the World Junior title
for the second consecutive time.

Without taking away from Ben Ainslie’s
class and talent, one must also reflect not
only on the well-funded RYA sailing squad,
but in particular to the skills of David Howlett,
their Finn coach. A Finn, Star and big boat
legend in his day as well, David has
managed to bring talented sailors into the
Finn, built a team of 5-6 top level sailors
and managed to maintain that cohesion
between the sailors, increasing the level of
all of them. Iain Percy’s Gold at the Sydney
Olympics certainly was no fluke, and who
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would bet against the current breed for Olympic Gold in Athens?
Congratulations to David as well.

And last but not least, completing the British triumph, John Greenwood
won the Finn Masters in beautiful Split (Croatia). John beat my pre-
race favourite and local hero Fabris Minsky by just one point in a very
close finish in front of Larry Lemieux. They put on an equally exciting
show! If you’ve counted correctly, you’ll notice all of the 5 major Finn
titles, are currently held by Britons. Who is going to stop them?

Fleets are booming again and it’s a pleasure to see. Many young
sailors are coming into the class. After having been dominated for a
long time by class legends, countries like Denmark, Sweden, Finland
and Spain are now producing very talented young sailors who are
competing at the top level. I would have mentioned Great Britain as
well (for the depth of their class), but it would have become boring.
And then there’s Brazil, where we’ll have the 2004 worlds, and who
are clearly getting ready. The class is financially healthy and is attracting
more and more, especially young sailors. I look forward to seeing you
all on the water soon.

PS Also take a look at our new website: www.finnclass.org
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Useful web links

International Finn Asociation www.finnclass.org
ISAF www.sailing.org

Belgian Finn Association www.geocities.com/finnbelgium/
British Finn Association www.finnuk.co.uk
Canadian Finn Association www.finncanada.org
Danish Finn Association www.finnjolle.dk
Dutch Finn Association www.finn-sailing.nl
French Finn Association asso.ffv.fr/finnfrance
German Finn Association www.finnwelle.de
Hungarian Finn Association www.telnet.hu/finn
New Zealand Finn Association mysite.xtra.co.nz/~NZFinnAssoc
Swedish Finn Association www.finnejolle.nu
Swiss Finn Association www.finn.ch
USA Finn Association www.usfinnclass.org

Devoti Sailing Ltd www.devoti.co.uk
Pata Willetts Marine www.suntouched.co.uk
Lemieux Boats webhome.idirect.com/~lemieux
North Sails UK www.northsails.co.uk/one-design/finn.htm
North Sails USA www.northsailsod.com
North Sails NZ www.nz.northsails.com
Sea-nergy Sails www.sea-nergy.com
Victory Sails www.victorysails.com, www.intervela.com
Marina Dellas www.dellas.de
High Performance Wetsuits NZ www.hikingpantsnz.com

All major Finn gear suppliers will get a free listing. All advertisers will
get one year’s inclusion on this list.

To order contact John at hikingpants@xtra.co.nz or view www.hikingpantsnz.com
PO Box 31 009 Milford, Auckland, New Zealand. Tel/fax: +64 9 410 5999

Give your campaign a little more support
Standard features: glued and stitched, kevlar crutch and batten
pads, 10 mm pvc battens, double velcro straps for 3/4 john and
longjohn, colours black, light or deep blue, red.

Special features: attachable arms for short sleeve
steamers, attachable legs for 3/4 johns and 3/4
steamers, kevlar bumpads, kevlar knee pads – ask
about thicker neoprene around chest and back area
for extreme conditions, pee zips available on all pants.
We can also move battens up, use softer battens etc

Large warm hiking pants for Finn sailors

Delivery time is very fast. Here is what Gavin Waldron
from the UK had to say (“Hi John. Hiking pants arrived
today, I can’t believe they arrived so soon.”) 14 days
from Gavin’s order through my website to delivery

to his home in the UK from NZ – you can’t do
better than that with a custom featured pair of
hiking pants.

Also: hiprovent 3000 spray jacket with liner

3/4 john pro range
hiker worn by

John Dowsett, NZ
Finn Masters

Champion 2001

Finn - Men's Single Handed Dinghy
Issue Date: 3 July 2002

1   Mateusz KUSZNIEREWICZ   POL 4780
2   Emilios PAPATHANASIOU   GRE 4633
3   Karlo KURET   CRO 4562
4   Sebastien GODEFROID   BEL 4507
5   Andrew SIMPSON   GBR 4248
6   Ali Enver ADAKAN   TUR 3899
7   Michael FELLMANN   GER 3811
8   Waclaw SZUKIEL   POL 3751
9   Stefan DE VRIES   NED 3721
10 Michael MAIER   CZE 3703
11 Soren HOLM   DEN 3586
12 = Christoph BURGER   SUI 3564
12 = Jaap ZIELHUIS   NED 3564
14   David MELLOR   GBR 3516
15   Kristian ADERMAN   SWE 3405
16   Chris BRITTLE   GBR 3319
17   Sylvain CHTOUNDER  FRA 3192
18   Sergey KOTOV   UKR 3175
19   Xavier ROHART   FRA 3122
20   Mo HART   USA 3089



SPORTSMANSHIP
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All major Finn gear suppliers will get a free listing. All advertisers will
get one year’s inclusion on this list.

Finns and all you need for sailing fast!
Delivery possible at good prices to nearly all major regattas.

Marina Dellas, Segelbedarf, Weskampstr. 10, 26121 Oldenburg, Tel/Fax: +49 441 884765

Dellas@com.oldenburg.de     www.dellas.de

Recognising the importance of honesty and fair play to the Olympic
movement is critical for the integrity of all involved. The Olympic motto
“Swifter, Stronger, Higher” means little when separated from the heart
of what the Olympics, Paralympics and Pan Am Games are all about
– being the best that you can be while competing honestly on an even
field of play.

Sailing is in fact a great sport for the Olympics because it is built
around the principles of honour and self-policing. A sailor must be
honest with himself or herself on the race course, striving to the level
of integrity established by Peter Barrett, at the 1964 Olympics, and
Carl Van Duyne, at the 1968 Olympics.

Carl was racing a Finn in Acapulco, Mexico, where a strong breeze
had the mark lying over in the water. When Carl rounded, the mark
returned to its upright position and touched his sail. He sailed in from
the course, forfeiting his chance at an Olympic medal. This kind of
self awareness and sense of honesty is a wonderful characteristic of
our sport .

At the Tokyo Olympics in 1964 Peter Barrett was sailing for the US
in the Finn. Peter had been to the games before. At his first Olympics,
in 1960, he had finished eleventh. This time he was a veteran, one
of the best in the world and he had the world right where he wanted
it. He was in contention to win the regatta and a Gold Medal.

Being in a position to win is generally what we strive for, but sometimes
it causes us to get just a little too aggressive. It happens to the best
of us, even Olympic champions. Maybe that’s what happened to Peter
Barrett at the 1964 Olympics, maybe not. What did happen is Peter
misjudged a rounding and hit the mark.

We’ve all been there. Our reaction is almost universal. It happens
before we even have a chance to think. What do we do? We look
around to see if anyone saw it. And what do we do if no one did?

The answer to this question, and many other questions of
sportsmanship, may be easy to answer. It could also be complicated.
If you don’t think about it until that moment when you’ve hit the mark,
chances are it’s going to be complicated.

I think the answer lies in why we are out there. Why do we race
sailboats? Is it to win a trophy? Well, if a trophy is all we really want
we could just go out and buy one. I’m sure the guys at the local trophy
shop would be happy to sell us as many as we wanted. I’ll bet for a
little extra money they’d even put a nice plaque on it that read World
Champion of Sailing. Even if people believed it, I don’t think it would
bring much enjoyment or satisfaction.

This all sounds a bit ridiculous. Clearly the trophy is not why we’re
out on the water. So why do we race boats? No one can answer this

for you, but it’s a good question to answer for yourself. One reason
for racing boats is because of the feeling of accomplishment that
comes from doing something well after working hard at it.

So what does that have to do with hitting the mark? We all know that
hitting the mark is against the rules. To hit the mark and not do a 360
is cheating. If you’ve won a regatta by cheating, have you really
accomplished anything? Do you get that good feeling that you get
from success after hard work? Whatever your motivation can it truly
be satisfied by breaking the rules?

This is why no one tries to show up to a Finn regatta with a boat that’s
100 pounds light. There are plenty of regattas around that don’t have
measurement. You could probably get away with it at any number of
them, but what would be the point? This is an extreme example but
it makes it easy to see that people who break the rules are playing
a different game.

It is unlikely that you will get to the point in your sailing career where
you decide to do an Olympic campaign without already having a good
understanding of sportsmanship and why you play the game. However,
all of us have, and will again, experienced a time when we lose sight
of what we’re doing on the water, and why we’re playing the game.
When this happens try to think of Peter Barrett.

When it comes to hitting marks we’ve got it easy, one 360 turn and
you keep on racing. Back in 1964 Peter Barrett didn’t have it so easy.
In 1964 the penalty for hitting a mark was disqualification from the
race. Peter had to have known that he would lose the Gold Medal if
he dropped out. He could have simply continued sailing. No one saw
him hit the mark. Peter Barrett did drop out of that race because he
knew he hit the mark, and that was enough. He also undoubtedly
knew that if it was really the medal that he wanted, he could have
had someone make one for him and he wouldn’t have been half way
around the world in Japan at the Olympic Games. Peter Barrett won
the Silver Medal in the Finn class in 1964 and as his friend Peter
Harken said of the victory, “I believe that Silver of Peter’s is worth a
million Golds.”

Peter Barrett returned to the Olympic games for a third time in 1968
and won a Gold Medal in the Star Class.

The message that most bears repeating was first spoken by the father
of the modern Olympics, Baron Pierre de Coubertin: “The most
important thing in the Olympic Games is not to win but to take part,
just as the most important thing in life is not the triumph but the
struggle. The essential thing is not to have conquered but to have
fought well.”

In the end, we want to see athletes compete fairly and win because
they are indeed the best.

Lately we have seen and heard criticism of Olympic calibre athletes as cheaters, or individuals who are only interested
in money. Even in the sport of sailing, discussions recently have focused not only on anti-doping efforts, but concern
over how our athletes handle Rule 42 - Kinetics. This article was edited from articles by Fred Hagedorn and Bob Merrick
published on the US Olympic Sailing website, Sailing Medalist. Reprinted with permission.



EUROPEANS 2002 – CESME, TURKEY
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Day one
The first day of the Finn European
Championship was blessed with great sailing
conditions allowing two races in medium to
strong wind, waves and blue sky. The 63 Finn
sailors sailed the new ‘windward-leeward’
course under 12 knots, and the revised RRS
42 in the afternoon race when the wind
reached 18 to 20 knots.

Race one
Race one was started under light (8-9 knots)
and a shifty wind. After one general recall,
the start was given under black flag, penalising
18 years old Greek sailor, Packomios
Papastefanou. Luca Devoti led to the top
mark but was passed at the leeward mark
by Jaap Zielhuis and Rafael Trujillo. Karlo
Kuret and Ben Ainslie, also very fast on the
run, gained lots of ground. They finished the
race in 3rd and 4th places.

Race two
After a two hour race, the wind had increased
to 22 knots. The course was then changed
for a triangle and the ‘Q’ flag was up allowing
pumping on the downwind legs. After one
general recall, the black flag was up again
disqualifying five boats.

Once again, Luca Devoti was leading at the
top mark with Michael Fellmann. The German
took advantage of the reaches and the free
pumping to pass Luca. Ali Enver Adakan,
gained ground on the last two legs to finish
in third place. With the wind dying to 12 and
eight knots toward the end of the race, the
flag Q was replaced by Flag I, reinstalling
RRS 42.

The Finn fleet ‘behaved’ on the run and
reaches under the watchful eyes of an
experienced Jury. Only three breaches of
RRS 42 were recorded including two at the
start of the beat.

After six hours spent on the water, everyone
was glad to arrive at the Cesme Yacht Club
for free pasta and home made pastries. Tired
sailors with sore legs were hoping for some
good rest and a massage. “I miss my Laser!”
commented Ben Ainslie. The Olympic
Champion was lying in 6th position.

Day two – race three
The day’s only race was started under black
flag after a general recall. The wind was
stable in direction but uneven in strength over
the course, varying between 12 and 18 knots.

At the top mark, five sailors were disqualified
for breaking the start. After recovering from
a bad start, Luca Devoti displayed some great

upwind speed to lead the fleet for the third
time at the top mark. The Italian was followed
by Ben Ainslie who passed him on the
reaches. The Laser Champion kept his lead,
pushed all the way to the finish by Michael
Fellmann and Mateusz Kusznierewicz who
finished the race in second and third place.
After the downwind legs, Luca regained more
ground to cross the line in forth position.
Croatian Nenad Viali took fifth place in front
of Rafael Trujillo who had an amazing
recovery, improving from 26th at the first top
mark to sixth at the finish after passing 10
boats on the last beat.

Three boats were yellow flagged today, all
on the beat at the start of the race including
Finn legend American ‘Super’ Henry Sprague
for sculling!

Day three
After seven hours on the water and two races
sailed today, Michael Fellmann took the lead
of the Finn European Championship four
points ahead of Luca.

Race four
The German scored a fifth and a second in
two tricky races with medium and shifty wind.
Luca took a bad start on the second race of
the day to finish in 15th position after placing
second in the first race of the day. “I had a
very conservative start,” explained Luca. “The
black flag was up and I started in the back
of the line. I didn’t take the right options later
and couldn’t recover enough.” The first race
of the day was won by Croatian Karlo Kuret
after two hours on the water waiting for the
wind to settle.

Race five
Emilios Papathanasiou won the afternoon
race. “I had a very good start”, commented
the current European Champion, “I went to
the middle of the course to see which side
would be favoured. The right looked better
so I went there. I rounded the top mark just
ahead of Christoph Burger and Sylvain
Chtounder.” Emilios increased his lead on
the run to win the race by a good margin.
Michael took second in front of Mateusz
Kusznierewicz.

Young Ukrainian, Sergey Kotov had a very
bad day. He broke his sail in the first race,
managed to get back to the Yacht club to
change it, but unfortunately missed the start
of the second race by just five minutes.

The jury had a rather quiet day. After giving
a few warnings to the top sailors, everyone
sailed within the rule. Ben Ainslie was the
only one to collect a yellow flag for pumping.

Day four
The competitors arrived at Cesme Sailing
Club for day four of the regatta to find little
wind and that Ben Ainslie and Mateusz
Kusznierewicz had both been disqualified
from race five. Both were measurement
infractions, Ben having too much centreboard
projection and Mateusz for a breach of
measurement procedure.

Race six
With two races scheduled for the day, while
everyone was still on the shore with no wind
it was announced that the first race would
start on time in thirty minutes and the start
line was about 40 minutes away. We believe
the towing race to the start line was won by
the Australian team. Common sense prevailed
and after a short postponement everyone
arrived at the start to find a 12 to 14 knot
wind. The race got away on the first start with
four boats OCS, those who went out to the
right picked up a big lift which set the pattern
for the race. First was Andrew Simpson
followed by Pascal Rambeau and Rafael
Trujillo Villar.

Race seven
Race seven started in similar conditions again
favouring the right hand side. Emilios
Papathanassiou was sailing low and fast to
the right trying to be first to the lift. The locals
started to get excited when Enver Adakan
led around the last mark. However sailing at
the middle of the course trying to protect both
sides he was pitted on the line by Emilios
who was followed by Kristian Aderman, Luca,
the new overall leader Ben Ainslie and Florian
Chtounder.

The 2002 Finn Junior and Senior European Championships were sailed in Cesme, in Turkey from June 29th to July
8th. It was was officially declared open by sailing ‘Pope’, ISAF President Paul Henderson during a wonderful opening
ceremony preceding a week of wonderful sailing. Reports by by Corrine Rolland-McKenzie and Bill Bell (IJ)

Finn European Champion
Ben Ainslie
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FINN EUORPEAN CHAMPIONSHIPS 2002 – FINAL RESULTS

 1 GBR 3 Ben AINSLIE 4 8 1 9 DSQ 4 5 1 1 33
 2 ITA 1 Luca DEVOTI 6 2 4 2 13 9 4 10 6 43
 3 CRO 11 Karlo KURET 3 9 8 1 5 15 29 3 7 51
 4 ESP 100 Rafael Trujillo VILLAR 2 6 6 6 10 3 19 29 16 68
 5 NED 785 Jaap ZIELHUIS 1 4 10 8 21 6 15 4 29 69
 6 GBR 6 Andrew SIMPSON 5 12 BFD7 19 1 9 12 5 70
 7 FRA 17 Pascal RAMBEAU 7 11 7 11 6 2 7 34 26 77
 8 GRE 6 Emilios PAPATHANASSIOU 8 7 24 16 1 7 1 DNF 16 80
 9 GER 79 Michael FELLMANN 11 1 2 5 2 32 38 20 23 96
 10 TUR 6 A. Enver ADAKAN 22 3 16 17 22 23 2 2 12 96
 11 GBR 15 Charlie CUMBLEY 17 15 17 10 18 21 12 6 22 116
 12 SWE 7 Kristian ADERMAN 14 34 22 23 17 19 3 15 4 117
 13 DEN 7 Soren HOLM 27 14 15 12 14 18 10 9 DNF 119
 14 CRO 14 Nenad VIALI 28 31 5 13 8 10 36 14 17 126
 15 FRA 73 Guilleaume FLORENT 9 21 BFD21 16 20 34 8 2 131
 16 CZE 1 Michael MAIER 30 23 12 34 29 8 11 7 13 133
 17 GBR 541 Chris BRITTLE (J) 19 DSQ27 15 7 14 8 22 31 143
 18 NED 6 Stefan De VRIES 20 27 13 4 24 16 25 21 BFD150
 19 AUS 221 Anthony WOSSITER 24 24 11 19 23 13 22 17 25 153
 20 SUI 477 Christophe BURGER 39 5 BFD33 3 12 16 11 36 155
 21 DEN 200 Jonas Hoegh CRISTENSEN (J) 10 25 23 18 12 5 24 DNF 41 158
 22 GBR 577 Dave MELLOR 29 19 14 25 28 31 17 32 3 166
 23 IRL 8 David BURROWS 35 13 9 27 20 11 28 55 30 173
 24 POL 12 Waclaw SZUKIEL 26 26 36 24 11 28 21 5 43 177
 25 FRA 7 Sylvain CHTOUNDER 34 22 31 14 4 44 6 23 50 178
 26 SWE 736 Johann TILLANDER 16 18 49 46 33 27 26 30 8 204
 27 AUS 228 Josh BEAVER 15 29 21 22 32 30 30 48 42 221
 28 CRO 25 Marin MISURA (J) 23 10 20 37 15 OCS 47 42 33 227
 29 USA 40 Bryan BOYD 25 38 43 41 37 29 45 16 10 239
 30 AUT 271 Florian RAUDASCHL 21 39 18 DNF 30 41 14 31 47 241
 31 GRE 12 Apostolos KARNOUTSOS 32 41 40 39 40 22 13 18 DNF245
 32 BRA 109 Jorge ZARIF 51 32 29 OCS 27 25 50 27 9 250
 33 SWE 734 Anders NILSSON 41 BFD 35 35 34 17 20 51 18 251
 34 FRA 11 Mathieu DEPLANQUE 18 17 BFD36 43 38 DNF24 14 254
 35 TUR 3 Arif GURDENLI 40 33 30 40 46 33 18 36 28 258
 36 ESP 107 Agustin HUAREZ 44 30 32 38 DNF 39 33 25 19 260
 37 CZE 9 Michal HRUBY 36 20 19 DNF 25 43 37 50 32 262
 38 IRL 5 Jacob YOUEN 56 45 44 28 35 37 23 13 45 270
 39 GBR 2 Adam COWLING 31 46 34 30 26 47 32 45 27 271
 40 UKR 21 Sergey KOTOV (J) 52 36 26 DNF DNF 26 46 19 11 280
 41 GBR 593 Ed GREIG (J) 48 43 25 31 38 45 39 38 21 280
 42 GBR 550 Matt HOWARD 42 42 33 45 41 36 41 26 20 281
 43 POL 13 Mateusz KUSZNIEREWICZ 13 16 3 3 DSQ DNC DNCDNC DNC291
 44 IRL 10 Aaron OGRADY 37 40 48 32 31 46 54 44 15 293
 45 FIN 216 Tapio NIRKKO (J) 46 28 38 49 42 35 48 28 34 299
 46 SLO 5 Gasper VINCEL (J) 45 35 39 29 39 40 DNF35 38 300
 47 POL 7 Rafal SZUKIEL 55 37 28 42 44 24 35 47 44 301
 48 ITA 15 Michele MARCHESINI 12 BFD BFD26 45 OCS 42 33 35 321
 49 TUR 7 Akif MUSLUBAS 47 BFD 41 20 9 OCS 43 46 BFD334
 50 USA 74 Henry SPRAGUE 38 53 37 48 36 34 27 DNF BFD337
 51 NED 80 Sander WILLEMS 33 44 42 DNF 51 OCS 49 40 37 360
 52 GRE 8 Alexandros DRAGOUTSIS 43 50 50 43 49 53 52 43 40 370
 53 GRE 11 Packomios PAPASTEFANOU (J)BFD 48 46 47 50 42 31 52 DNF380
 54 POL 40 Robert POTCZYNSKI 57 51 51 51 48 52 40 37 51 381
 55 BRA 100 Mauricio BUENO 49 DNF45 44 54 49 57 39 46 383
 56 HUN 61 Pallay TIBOR 50 49 55 DNF 53 50 53 53 24 387
 57 ESP 292 Miguel Santa Ursula VIRA 53 55 56 DNF 47 51 44 41 48 395
 58 POL 9 Piotr ZOLTOWSKI (J) 59 52 52 52 56 55 51 56 39 413
 59 TUR 11 Sinan SUMER 54 47 47 53 55 48 56 54 DNF414
 60 GRE 1 Angelos BOUBOURAS (J) 58 54 53 50 52 54 55 49 49 416
 61 HUN 6 Pal GASZTON (J) DSQ 57 58 55 58 57 59 57 52 453
 62 HUN 30 Sipos BENCE (J) 61 BFD 54 56 59 56 58 58 53 455
 63 GRE 2 Mitopoulos KOUSTOUTINOS (J)60 56 57 54 57 58 DNS59 DNF465

Day five
Another clear day with a 10 to 12
knot wind. The fleet got away on
the start with event leader Luca in
clear air at the port end and
challenger Ben Ainslie at the
starboard end. Luca kept to the
left hand side of the course and
sailed into a patch of low pressure
and rounded the first mark mid
fleet.

Race eight
Enver Adakan was again leading
at the first mark and held on for
second place at the finish behind
Ben Ainslie who had slowly worked
his way to the front. In a close
bunch followed Karlo Kuret, Jaap
Zielhuis, Waclaw Szukiel and
Charlie Cumbley. Meanwhile Luca
had clawed his way back up fleet
to finish tenth.

Final day
Going into the final race Ben led
Luca by five points with Karlo a
further seven points behind Luca.

Race nine
The race again started in 12-14
knots. Luca led Ben at the first
mark after the right handers ran
out of pressure. On the first reach
Luca immediately went low and
was sailed over by Ben who was
then never headed. A 20° wind
shift caused a course change at
the windward mark at the end of
the second round, however this
did little to change the positions
at the front of the fleet.

Ben, after just six months in the
Finn, went on to win the race and
the series. Second in the race was
Guilleaume Florent which was his
best result for the series as was
Dave Mellor third place.
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quality and fair racing. The first start was given under individual recall
and as usual the pin end was crowded. Rafael Trujillo got clear on
the left side of the course to lead the race, to the finish. Brazilians
Bruno Prada and Joao Signorini placed in second and fourth places
with Guillaume Florent from France in third.

Sebastien Godefroid, Ben Ainslie and Michael Fellmann fought to the
finish to cross the line within two meters of each other! Following
them, Christoph Burger made a last effort to catch a wave that cost
him the race – he collected his second yellow flag from the jury!

Race four got under way with 20 boats fighting for a pole position at
the pin end, Emilios hit another boat and had to start way back after
taking his penalty turn. After a rocket start, Michael Fellmann rounded
the top mark in front of Ben, Gregory Skidmore and Mateusz
Kusznierewicz. Ben passed the German on the second beat, only by
a boat length. They entered the last run to the finish with a 30 second
lead on Mateusz and Joao Signorini.

Day three
Ben Ainslie and Mateusz Kusznierewicz reigned on the third day of
racing, winning one race each and placing second in the other. The
two Olympic Medalists displayed great racing skills, especially on the
downwind legs, under the watchful eye of the Jury. The Pole was now
back in contention for the title after discarding a race disqualification
following two yellow flags on the first day of racing.

The wind varied between 8 to 14 knots towards the end of the last
race. The sea was flat with waves starting to appear on the last run.
The start of race five was given under black flag, after a general recall.
The wind had settled since the previous day and minor shifts made
racing tricky. Pascal Rambeau led to the top mark. “I started in the
middle of the line and played with the shifts.” He was soon passed
on the downwind leg by Ben. Mateusz and Emilios closed the gap at
the second top mark and passed the Frenchman on the run. Ben

The 2002 Finn Gold Cup was sailed in Athens, Greece from July 22 to 28 and provided Great Britain with its first World
Champion for 26 years – and someone who had been in the class just six months. Report by Corinne Rolland-McKenzie.

2002 FINN GOLD CUP – FINAL RESULTS

1 GBR 3 Ben Ainslie 6 2 5 1 1 2 2 8 19
2 POL 17 Mateusz Kusznierewicz 5 91 16 3 2 1 3 7 37
3 GRE 6 Emilios Papathanasiou 1 1 13 91 3 10 9 5 42
4 CRO 11 Karlo Kuret 7 4 15 6 7 5 7 11 47
5 ESP 100 Rafael Trujizo Villar 21 6 1 14 25 3 4 1 50
6 BEL 7 Sebastien Godefroid 3 19 7 4 18 11 1 6 50
7 GER 79 Michael Fellmann 11 33 6 2 17 13 6 12 67
8 FRA 73 Guillaume Florent 2 15 3 28 9 16 17 9 71
9 GBR 6 Andrew Simpson 12 40 8 7 24 26 5 2 84
10 FRA 17 Pascal Rambeau 25 14 9 15 4 7 16 37 90

Day one
Emilios Papathanasiou proved that he is the
king at home after winning the first two races
with ease. For everyone else it was a hard
day. The capricious wind, favouring the right
side of the course early afternoon, turned
constantly to the left, with three major shifts
during the afternoon. The first one cost the
first race, cancelled as the leaders had the
finish line in sight! Class newcomer, Joao
Signorini from Brazil, had fought hard to
remain in the lead, 100 meters from a race
victory, but the checked flag was flown and
great hope turned into bitter frustration. The
100 degrees shift that had hit the top of the
course didn’t leave any other option to the
race committee. Emilios Papathanasiou,
placed in the last 10, as well as many top
Finn sailors who had taken a bad option,
blessed the wise decision of the race
committee and the PRO George Sklavounos!

The start of the first race was given again in
light conditions and a small chop. The left
side was again favoured. Jaap Zielhuis shared
the lead with Nenad Viali until Emilios came
from fourth at the last top mark to win the
race. Guillaume Florent made his way back
from a 15th place to second across the line
in front of Sebastien Godefroid. First Junior
was Marin Misura in 20th position.

The second race of the day started under Q flag and a triangle course after a clean first start.
Emilios led all the boats going to the left. He increased his lead on the reaches and the last
run. After the first leg to the windward mark, the wind decreased to 12 knots. The Q flag for
‘free’ pumping was unchanged until the bottom mark allowing the sailors to demonstrate their
pumping skills!! The second major shift of the day happened on the second reach. The wind
turned more drastically on the last beat. Ben Ainslie made the largest gain to finish second
in front of Michael Maier and Karlo Kuret. Marin Misura, the Junior from Croatia, finished in
8th.

Day two
Ben Ainslie from Great Britain took the lead overall after two beautiful races. With no less than
two Olympic Medals and World titles in the Laser class, the British sailors is making a brilliant
debut in the Finn class. After placing fifth in the first race of the day, Ben claimed victory in
the second. Early regatta leader, Emilios is now in 22nd place after two bad starts and breaking
his rudder in the last race after a collision.

The wind had settled to a stable direction and varied only from 8 to 12 knots in a very choppy
sea. The committee used the windward leeward course in both races and produced high

The winning Finn
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11 GBR 541 Chris Brittle (J) 32 7 18 17 26 4 13 13 98
12 GBR 15 Charlie Cumbley 9 5 10 29 8 12 30 27 100
13 BRA 10 Joao Signorini 10 17 4 9 13 18 91 33 104
14 IRL 8 David Burrows 18 69 23 19 12 14 14 23 123
15 CZE 1 Michael Maier 49 3 38 13 39 6 10 16 125
16 SWE 7 Kristian Aderman 19 35 12 16 6 22 28 25 128
17 CRO 25 Marin Mizura (J) 20 8 28 20 19 23 11 29 129
18 NED 6 Stefan de Vries 13 18 17 12 14 21 38 36 131
19 USA 1176 Gregory Skidmore 31 11 27 91 5 9 23 28 134
20 CRO 14 Nenad Viali 8 37 33 25 37 19 12 4 138
21 AUS 221 Anthony Nossiter 14 9 41 10 66 40 8 19 141
22 DEN 7 Soren Holm 17 91 30 11 27 8 19 34 146
23 POL 12 Waclaw Szukiel 51 21 11 22 38 48 15 3 158
24 NZL 27 Clifton Webb 38 10 21 33 30 30 18 31 173
25 SWE 736 Johan Tillander 22 25 49 44 10 35 33 10 179
26 FRA 7 Sylvain Chtounder 27 22 22 30 91 34 22 26 183
27 GBR 577 Dave Mellor 46 20 50 5 56 29 20 18 188
28 SLO 5 Gasper Vincec (J) 91 24 29 21 11 36 35 35 191
29 BRA 109 Jorge Zarif 34 26 40 31 54 15 24 21 191
30 BRA 1 Bruno Prada 60 28 2 39 45 44 21 14 193
31 NED 785 Jaap Zichlhuis 4 12 31 8 23 25 91 91 194
32 POL 7 Rafal Szukiel 47 13 19 43 20 32 32 44 203
33 SUI 477 Christoph Burger 37 45 91 24 15 37 26 22 206
34 FRA 11 Mathieu Deplanque 26 41 14 26 48 20 34 56 209
35 USA 1161 Morrison Hart 15 16 24 41 31 43 41 53 211
36 USA 1170 Geoffrey Ewenson 24 36 25 91 32 28 39 38 222
37 SWE 734 Anders Nilson 28 71 39 32 29 24 40 30 222
38 GRE 12 Apostolos Karnoutsos 48 27 47 23 22 91 31 39 237
39 IRL 10 Aaron O'Grady 54 51 42 38 21 17 27 47 243
40 IRL 5 Youen Jacob 43 39 20 45 91 53 25 20 245
41 RUS 1 Vladimir Krutskikh 56 42 51 50 28 31 29 15 246
42 AUS 228 Josh Beaver 23 60 34 18 60 38 47 42 262
43 FIN 216 Tapio Nirkko (J) 44 23 36 48 41 47 37 48 276
44 USA 40 Bryan Boyd 39 48 43 49 16 35 51 73 281
45 GRE 8 Alexandros Dragoutsis 33 29 52 62 33 33 49 52 281
46 CAN 4 Mike Milner 30 59 35 37 53 41 45 40 281
47 GBR 2 Adam Cowling 40 38 26 35 34 65 52 66 290
48 RUS 7 Vladislav Kapitonov 63 32 45 42 44 45 36 46 290
49 GBR 550 Matt Howard 36 52 48 36 91 39 60 24 295
50 ITA 15 Michele Marchesini 58 43 32 52 75 27 53 43 308
51 TUR 7 Akif Muslubas 29 56 46 34 50 42 54 68 311
52 CZE 9 Michal Hruby 50 55 37 27 49 62 42 61 321
53 ITA 11 Walter Riosa 35 44 56 40 51 64 91 41 331
54 UKR 21 Sergey Kotov (J) 53 80 58 66 46 49 56 17 345
55 CAN 41 Christopher Cook 16 78 44 53 35 91 91 45 362
56 GBR 593 Edward Greig (J) 71 47 66 61 57 55 57 32 375
57 ITA 841 Filippo Caporali 57 61 60 46 36 60 91 55 375
58 BRA 100 Mauricio Bueno 66 49 62 91 40 52 44 63 381
59 GER 126 Paul Kessler 45 63 68 54 70 58 43 54 385
60 BLR 8 Vladislav Aleinikov 42 46 55 57 65 59 91 65 389
61 NED 80 Sander Willems 52 64 73 55 52 56 48 64 391
62 USA 78 Andrew Kern 69 54 91 47 62 70 46 49 397
63 DEN 9 Thomas Laursen 91 31 57 58 59 51 91 51 398
64 GER 81 JanDietmar Dellas 59 66 69 59 47 50 50 67 398
65 NED 784 Albert Jurgens 62 34 53 51 69 61 91 69 399
66 AUT 271 Florian Raudaschl 41 50 67 60 91 46 91 50 405
67 GER 121 Thomas Finke (J) 73 57 70 65 42 69 55 57 415
68 ESP 292 Miguel Santaursuca Vilas 64 70 64 64 63 54 59 58 426
69 GRE 11 Pachomios Papastefanou (J) 77 30 75 56 67 72 65 74 439
70 HUN 61 Tibor Pallay 65 83 59 63 61 57 63 72 440
71 POL 9 Piotr Zoltowski (J) 67 77 54 91 55 71 62 60 446
72 ITA 890 Iacopo Tacchino (J) 91 62 63 67 80 63 61 75 471
73 GRE 1 Aggelos Boubouras (J) 76 53 74 73 73 67 66 70 476
74 GER 150 Gunter Hoffmann 70 65 77 70 43 77 91 76 478
75 BLR 7 Ivan Korotkevith (J) 75 81 71 69 91 68 58 62 484
76 NED 804 Cees Scheurwater 61 68 91 72 74 66 64 91 496
77 GRE 71 Panagiotis Davourlis 82 76 65 74 68 73 91 59 497
78 POL 40 Robert Polczynski 55 74 61 68 64 91 91 91 504
79 NED 788 Pim de Visser (J) 68 67 82 77 72 79 68 79 510
80 NED 787 Nanno Schuttrups (J) 78 75 76 76 58 75 91 78 516
81 HUN 2 Peter Sipos 74 58 81 80 77 78 91 77 525
82 GRE 62 Kostantinos Mitropoulos (J) 79 73 84 75 71 81 69 91 532
83 RSA 468 Boris Miladinovic 84 85 78 79 82 74 67 80 549
84 AUS 223 Dean McAullay 72 79 72 71 91 91 91 91 567
85 HUN 30 Bence Sipos (J) 91 91 80 78 81 80 91 71 572
86 HUN 6 Pal Gaszton (J) 81 72 85 91 76 76 91 91 572
87 GER 92 Detlev Guminski 80 84 79 81 79 82 91 91 576
88 GER 12 David Guminski (J) 83 82 83 82 78 83 91 91 582
89 DEN 200 Jonas HoeghChristensen (J) 91 91 91 91 91 91 91 91 637
89 ITA 1 Luca Devoti 91 91 91 91 91 91 91 91 637

2002 FINN GOLD CUP – FINAL RESULTS

1 GBR 3 Ben Ainslie 6 2 5 1 1 2 2 8 19
2 POL 17 Mateusz Kusznierewicz 5 91 16 3 2 1 3 7 37
3 GRE 6 Emilios Papathanasiou 1 1 13 91 3 10 9 5 42
4 CRO 11 Karlo Kuret 7 4 15 6 7 5 7 11 47
5 ESP 100 Rafael Trujizo Villar 21 6 1 14 25 3 4 1 50
6 BEL 7 Sebastien Godefroid 3 19 7 4 18 11 1 6 50
7 GER 79 Michael Fellmann 11 33 6 2 17 13 6 12 67
8 FRA 73 Guillaume Florent 2 15 3 28 9 16 17 9 71
9 GBR 6 Andrew Simpson 12 40 8 7 24 26 5 2 84
10 FRA 17 Pascal Rambeau 25 14 9 15 4 7 16 37 90

claimed his second victory followed across the
line by Mateusz, Emilios, Pascal Rambeau and
Greg Skidmore.

Danish Junior Jonas Hoegh-Christensen had to
withdraw from the race and the Championship
after getting a third disqualification by the jury for
pumping upwind!

The second race of the day (race six) started with
winds averaging 12 knots. The line was even and
the wind shifting slightly across the course. Rafael
Trujillo first at the mark, lost some ground on the
run but kept the lead. The Spaniard entered the
last run to the finish with Ben and Mateusz on his
tail. A real show of downwind techniques was
displayed with Mateusz winning the contest and
the race. “I finally had some great fun downwind,
the waves were big enough to allow good surfing.”
Ben took second place in front of Rafael Trujillo.
British Junior Chris Brittle placed fourth.

Day four
After waiting several hours at the Olympiakos
Yacht Club for a storm to pass over Athens, Finn
sailors left for the seventh and eighth race of the
Championship with a strong sea breeze. After a
general recall, the race started under black flag
for an Olympic triangle and ‘free upwind pumping’.
A few sailors decided to go back to the yacht club
after the wind increased to 20 knots and lift the
sea to a 2.5 meter rolling waves.

Sebastien won the race in what he describes as
being his favourites conditions: “It was great fun
out there, I love these big waves, a pity there
wasn’t a second one!!.” The start was slightly
favoured at the committee boat. Andrew Simpson
went to the left to reach the top mark in front of
Sebastien and Mateusz. The wing mark was
hidden by the big waves and the top sailors went
too high. Sebastien and Mateusz were the first
one to locate it and took the opportunity to pass
Andrew. Ben and Sebastien passed Mateusz and
Andrew on the second beat. Sebastien took the
lead on the last run and Ben made the most of
his 90kg to finish second in front of Mateusz.

Day five
The 90 sailors engaged in the Finn Gold Cup
came into their last day of sailing with hope to
finish the championship with two good races. The
conditions were perfect with nice big waves and
medium wind. After the end of race eight won by
Rafael Trujillo, the sailors were sent back to the
yacht club with a postponement. Still expecting to
go out again to enjoy the good conditions for the
last race of the championship, sailors and coaches
were disappointed when the racing was definitely
cancelled.

None of this will bring to disrepute the magnificent
performance of Ben Ainslie and his fellow
competitors, Mateusz who takes second and
Emilios in third position.  The top three Juniors
are Chris Brittle who has retained his title, Marin
Misura and his training partner, Gasper Vincec
from Slovenia.

The top nine countries to qualify for the 2004
Athens Olympics (under ISAF approval and
protests) are: GBR, POL, CRO, ESP, BEL, GER,
FRA, BRA and IRL
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1 GBR 5 John Greenwood 6 3 4 2 1 10
2 CRO 1 Minski Fabris 4 1 18 4 2 11
3 CAN 1 Larry Lemieux 1 6 2 6 9 15
4 CRO 15 Mladen Makjanic 7 9 7 3 3 20
5 USA 74 Henry Sprague 3 7 3 10 8 21
6 ITA 8 Claudio Bosetti 14 4 28 7 11 36
7 GER 310 Ralf Behrens dsq 8 5 12 12 37
8 NED 790 Hein-Pieter Okker 15 12 14 8 5 39
9 CRO 110 Luksa Cicarelli 21 13 11 9 7 40
10 GBR 6 Timothy Tavinor 9 27 39 1 4 41
11 GER 10 Eberhard Bieberitz 5 30 10 15 14 44
12 ITA 66 Roland Balthasar 35 5 69 5 6 51
13 CZE 22 Roman Babicky 2 60 6 22 22 52
14 CRO 88 Marin Mrduljas 24 2 27 13 13 52
15 RSA 1 Greg Davis 27 11 26 11 10 58
16 HUN 11 Gabor Antal 13 21 1 24 38 59
17 RSA 540 Alan Tucker 19 10 13 17 27 59
18 GER 13 Wolfgang Tamm 10 18 37 14 21 63
19 NED 802 Richard Tobé 12 16 15 21 dnf 64
20 GER 146 Friedrich Müller 63 15 19 20 18 72
21 RSA 539 Klaus Weixelbaumer 18 32 25 19 24 86
22 NED 11 Henk De Jager 41 28 23 25 19 95
23 ITA 727 Marco Buglielli 20 37 67 18 23 98
24 GER 150 Günter Hoffmann 33 42 17 61 16 108
25 HUN 1 Peter Sipos 30 31 9 50 42 112
26 GER 209 Steffen Fölsing 42 34 46 27 20 123
27 CZE 8 Jiri Outrata 16 52 52 39 17 124
28 NED 751 Erich Scherzer 32 35 20 42 37 124
29 AUS 213 Jake Gunter 54 49 38 26 15 128
30 GER 701 Klaus-Dieter Götz 25 41 41 35 28 129
31 GER 35 Hans-Günter Ehlers 51 33 35 31 31 130
32 GER 217 Carsten Niehusen 11 45 51 28 53 135
33 GER 51 Hermann Heide 36 25 47 40 36 137
34 DEN 180 Michael Staal 44 22 59 16 dnf 141
35 CZE 318 Martin Plecity 8 51 33 73 51 143
36 HUN 77 Nándor Fa 37 14 43 bfd 52 146
37 CZE 33 Ivan Rames 47 36 21 55 46 150
38 GER 3 Walter Mai 46 43 44 33 30 150
39 NED 716 John v.Altena 61 24 53 45 29 151
40 GER 31 Horst Wühn 49 47 16 41 dnc 153
41 NED 712 Ruurd Baerends 57 61 8 58 32 155
42 NED 800 Rodrick Casander 22 70 66 34 34 156

The first two days, with glorious sunshine,
consisted of measurement, which happily
proved straightforward. The usual problem
of underweight masts was largely cured by
manufacturer’s certification. Practice was
largely curtailed due to light winds but Sunday
saw the fleet go out for practice race, which
was abandoned due to very light winds and an
elusive committee boat hidden behind a fleet
of Optimists! Racing proper was due to start
on the Monday on a course set close inshore.
Three attempts at starting the race were
made in a fitful breeze, each start was recalled
and racing was abandoned for the day.

Tuesday dawned again with light winds. The
fleet left harbour with the intention of sailing
two races. The first race finally started in a
force two and saw lightweight Larry Lemieux,
2001 Champion, coming home in first place.
In a breeze rising to force 4-5, the second
race got underway. Most of the fleet sailed
to the right side of the course as this was

regarded as the most profitable direction due
to the wind driven current. Local sailor, Fabris
Minski, used two year’s training and local
knowledge to win the race, ahead of 2000
champion John Greenwood in third place.
With the races now back on schedule the
fleet returned to dock.

Day three saw sunshine and light winds and
after a three hour postponement on the water
– as the fleet topped up their suntan – the race
committee finally started the race. This race was
won by Gabor Antal from Hungary, from Larry
Lemieux, followed by the less than lightweight
Henry Sprague and John Greenwood!

Thursday saw a complete turnaround in
conditions. With the wind howling out of the
south, the fleet set off in force 5-6, and a big
sea building. The committee laid the course
for two races close to the shore, approximately
three miles south of the harbour. Tim Tavinor
won the fourth race from John Greenwood

and John won the fifth race with Tim in fourth
place having led earlier in the race. This left
John Greenwood in first place overall with
the final day remaining.

The final day saw strong winds and heavy
rain, keeping the fleet on the shore and with
a 15.00 deadline, the race officer released
the fleet at 13.30. Those getting to the harbour
entrance were greeted by massive waves
and strong winds and with visibility closing
in, the race officer wisely decided to abandon
racing for the day. Thus, John Greenwood
repeated his Weymouth 2000 triumph with
Fabris Minski second overall, also winning
the 60+ competition.

Previous champion, Larry Lemieux of Canada
was third with ‘Super’ Henry Sprague in fifth
place, winning the 50-59 years category. Next
year the Finn Masters World Championship
will be held slightly later in the year (June)
and the venue is Berlin, Germany.

Sailed from May 17th to 25th 2002 , the 2002 Finn World Masters saw 134 Finns from a far afield as Canada, USA, South
Africa and Australia meet at Labud Yacht Club, Croatia for the annual Championship. Mike Woodhead (GBR 583) reports.

43 ITA 111 Bruno Catalan 40 39 45 32 dnc 156
44 GBR 77 Howard Sellars 43 64 92 30 26 163
45 USA 1173 David Branch 70 26 100 29 43 168
46 GER 300 Eggo Zopfs 84 17 102 36 33 170
47 NED 801 Lucio Nodari 48 56 dnc 23 44 171
48 SUI 438 Hans Fatzer 67 20 89 38 47 172
49 CZE 7 Vaclav Cintl 31 82 36 53 56 176
50 NED 760 Wouter Molenaar 34 54 60 37 59 184
51 SWE 721 Mikael Brandt 73 29 62 43 54 188
52 NED 719 Louis Kruijer 58 53 56 44 35 188
53 GER 40 Heinz Stammnitz 71 50 dsq 46 25 192
54 NED 600 Hennie den Van Brink 50 38 40 78 dnc 206
55 GRE 71 Panagiotis Davourlis 53 57 dsq 67 40 217
56 GER 202 Rolf Elsaesser 60 68 30 96 63 221
57 CZE 91 Pavel Fröhlich 82 23 55 65 dnc 225
58 NED 778 Auke Woerdeman 69 59 96 48 49 225
59 GER 119 Peter Bronke 95 19 dsq 74 39 227
60 GER 112 Dr. Egbert Vincke 81 75 50 49 57 231
61 CZE 10 Vaclav Hudec 79 88 42 54 62 237
62 GBR 53 Rodney Cobb 66 77 97 51 48 242
63 GER 42 Jürgen Kraft 52 84 64 63 65 244
64 NED 794 Hans Willekes 28 104 65 85 71 249
65 CRO 11 Pasko Kolombatovic 77 44 95 76 55 252
66 NED 656 Johan De Schiffart 94 72 70 52 58 252
67 GER 2222 Rolf Lehnert 59 40 83 82 76 257
68 FRA 784 Claude Vauthier 80 74 78 57 50 259
69 SUI 461 Peter Kilchenmann 26 100 57 80 dnc 263
70 NED 723 Olaf v. Heusden 96 112 31 72 72 271
71 NED 727 Lalus-Jan Groenhout 112 87 84 56 45 272
72 HUN 30 Egon Payr 65 111 104 64 41 274
73 GER 157 Frank Dinnebier 64 73 80 60 dnc 277
74 NED 764 Nanne Boot 29 107 12 dnf dnc 283
75 CZE 202 Zdenek Gebhart 56 102 75 81 75 287
76 ITA 73 Antonio Pitini 76 105 58 79 74 287
77 FRA 777 Jack Metayer 68 62 90 89 70 289
78 NED 1 Jan Van Der Horst 17 48 91 dnc dnc 291
79 GER 63 Michael Pandler 39 85 34 dnc dnc 293
80 GER 111 Rainer Haacks 85 83 48 87 77 293
81 NED 759 Gert Van Woudenberg 87 79 86 68 61 294
82 NED 795 Wobbe De Schiffart 106 78 49 62 dnf 295
83 FRA 6 François Limare 89 106 88 59 64 300
84 DEN 202 Thorsten Schacht 90 81 72 dnc 60 303

FINN WORLD MASTERS 2002 – FINAL RESULTS
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85 GER 89 Günter Kellermann 115 109 22 92 83 306
86 SWE 2 Per Dîener 97 90 82 66 73 311
87 GER 34 Dieter Borges 45 69 63 dnc dnc 312
88 ITA 88 Maria Giugni Umberto dsq 63 110 71 68 312
89 FRA 794 Joseph Rochet 72 113 77 84 82 315
90 GER 48 Manfred Poeschl 62 46 74 dnc dnc 317
91 GER 2 Nils Peters 55 103 29 dnc dnc 322
92 GBR 583 Mike Woodhead 83 98 112 75 67 323
93 NED 587 Bart Kraan 74 120 32 98 dnf 324
94 GBR 55 Mike Till 104 86 68 dnf 66 324
95 MON 234 Michael Kurtz 92 58 dsq 47 dnf 332
96 GER 81 Marina Dellas 98 91 76 69 dnc 334
97 GER 293 Georg Siebeck 105 71 94 dns 69 339
98 GER 311 Bernd Fischer 88 80 108 70 dnf 346
99 GER 53 Kay-Detlev Berg 101 55 61 dnc dnc 352
100 SUI 347 Laszlo Zsindely 78 95 107 77 dnc 357
101 NED 750 Adriaan Otto 23 67 dsq dnc dnc 360
102 GER 1790 Uwe Baum 114 125 79 94 86 373
103 GER 109 Manfred Tomaszewski 100 108 105 88 80 373
104 NED 732 Peter Verhoef 102 66 71 dnc dnc 374
105 FRA 1 Didier Poissant 107 119 99 90 78 374
106 CZE 77 Jaroslav Tomek 93 114 dsq 86 81 374
107 GER 186 Detlef Blaschkowski 99 99 54 dnc dnc 387
108 CZE 308 Martin Teimer 116 110 117 83 79 388
109 GER 65 Claus Donner 117 96 123 91 84 388

After ten years of building Finns, Gabor Antal (Pata) decided to step
up his Finn business. He had been talking to me for some time about
the best way to develop his business and between us we decided
that a move into the mast making business would make sense. To
start from scratch in gaining the know-how and all necessary equipment
would, however, have taken a long time and been very costly. Lady
luck played into our hands when we heard that Tim Willetts’s Finn
mast business was for sale. That was in the spring of 2001 and, after
much negotiation a deal was struck. The assets were transferred to
Hungary and the new production commenced in September, with Tim
on site in Budapest setting up the new facility, training staff and
advising on the complexities of making Finn masts. Tim still involved
with Pata in an advisory role.

So we had bought the mast mould, know-
how, extensive data base of all the Willetts
Finn masts ever made and Tim’s ongoing
support. Next we had to make our own
wetting out machine for preparation of the
carbon and a huge computer controlled
heating box. We certainly did the right
thing in purchasing the Finn mast business
as Tim had developed one of the finest
manufacturing systems around and there
was clearly no point is reinventing the
wheel.

In line with this change we had to move the operation to larger premises
and construct a considerable amount of equipment and tooling for
the mast manufacture. To clarify the identity of the business as being
makers of Finn boats and masts it was decided to change the name
from Pata Boats to Pata Willetts Marine (we still fondly call it Pata).
Since taking on the mast making business the demand for Finns and
masts has kept the boatyard flat out, at times having to work around
the clock to keep up with demand.

In April this year, Larry Lemieux, after much discussion, decided to
have his boats built by Pata. The decision was made on the basis
that the Lemieux Finns could be built nearer to the largest market for
Finns in the World – Europe. That Larry transferred his boatbuilding
to Pata is a real demonstration of his confidence in Pata’s quality and
attention to detail, which has gained them so much respect in the
Finn world. The new boats will be built alongside the Pata Finn and

will be known as the Pata
Lemieux Finn. Larry, Pata
and I believe that this co-
operation will allow for
some interesting long
term development of the
products, which will be of
interest to all Finn sailors.
Larry has been sailing
Finns at top level for ever,
well almost, and what he
doesn’t know about Finns
isn’t worth knowing. His involvement in the Pata business will be
greatly appreciated.

We are constantly monitoring the performance of both the Pata and
Lemieux boats at International and National Championships and our
findings are that they are as competitive as any other marque. The
same goes for the Pata Willetts wing masts which, as well as being
very fast, benefit from being down to minimum weight and C of G.
The masts as originally produced by Tim Willets and more recently
by Pata, have a proven track record for their durability and strength.
True to form, the masts by Pata Willetts, like the boats, are universally
admired for their high quality of construction and finish.

Gabor and I jointly own Pata Willetts Marine and
between us, have had some 60 years of Finn
sailing experience which means that we have
watched the development of the class over a
long time. We both started our Finn lives with
wooden masts and booms so we’ve come a long
way and hope to see the continued development
of what must be one of the greatest dinghy
classes of all time.

The changes to the Pata business, in less than twelve months, have
certainly been challenging to all of the team at Pata but when you
visit the boatyard you cannot miss the buzz of excitement that has
been generated. We are proud of what Pata has become and are
looking forward to where it is going in the future.

For more information on Pata Willetts Marine and their products look
at their website at www.suntouched.co.uk

110 NED 717 AB Schippers 38 dnf 85 dnc dnc 393
111 NED 791 Lodewijk Slippens 75 93 93 dnc dnc 396
112 NED 779 René Sala 86 94 81 dnc dnc 396
113 GER 49 Horst Klein 110 dnc 24 dnc dnc 404
114 GER 206 Klaus Reffelmann dsq 65 73 dnc dnc 408
115 FRA 798 Bernard Michal 120 118 122 93 85 416
116 GER 2130 Alfred Blum 108 89 101 dnc dnc 433
117 ITA 1 Heinrich Unterhauser 111 92 109 dnc dnc 447
118 NED 748 Alphons Van Gent dsq 76 103 dnc dnc 449
119 NED 786 Harold Lensing 103 97 118 dnc dnc 453
120 GER 234 Jürgen Griesser 119 123 114 97 dnc 453
121 GER 74 Olaf Ebbeke 123 116 120 95 dnc 454
122 FRA 5 Jacques Lalanne 113 101 111 dnc dnc 460
123 GER 93 Otto Käser 118 121 87 dnc dnc 461
124 CZE 1 Pavel Svoboda 124 128 116 99 dns 467
125 GER 998 Elmar Rist 91 117 dsq dns dnc 478
126 SWE 7 Christen Ridderhiem 109 115 119 dnc dnf 478
127 NED 758 Rob Van Mourik 121 122 106 dnc dnc 484
128 CZE 37 Karel Havír 126 dnc 98 dnc dnc 494
129 GER 95 Gert Bollrath 122 dnc 113 dnc dnc 505
130 GER 1870 Werner Orth 128 127 115 dnf dnc 505
131 GER 1597 Ralf Kratz 125 126 125 dnc dnc 511
132 GER 78 Helmut Ziereis 127 dnc 121 dnc dnc 518
133 GER 185 Karl-Heinz Licht dnc 124 124 dnc dnc 518
134 GER 303 Wolfgang Herter dnc dnc dnc dnc dnc 540
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Spa Regatta 2002 – Medemblik May 17-25

1 GRE 6 Papathanasio Emilios 24

2 CRO 11 Karlo Kuret 26
3 GER 79 Fellmann Michael 30
4 GBR 3 Ainslie Ben 30
5 POL 17 Kusznierewicz Mateusz 31
6 GBR 6 Simpson Andrew 35
7 CRO 25 Misura Marin 51
8 POL 12 Szukiel Waclaw 55
9 NED 785 Zielhuis Jaap 58
10 DEN 200 Hoegh-christensen Jonas 59
11 CZE 1 Maier Michael 60
12 DEN 7 Holm Soren 63
13 CRO 14 Nenad Viali 64
14 BRA 10 Joao Signorini 66
15 FRA 17 Pascal Rambeau 70
16 FRA 7 Chtounner Sylvain 74
17 NED 765 De vries Stefan 82
18 CZE 9 Michal Hruby 89
19 BRA 1 Prada Bruno 90
20 TUR 6 Enver Adakan Ali 90
21 POL 7 Rafal Szukiel 93
22 NZL 27 Webb Clifton 96
23 SUI 477 Burger Christoph 96
24 GBR 577 Mellor Dave 102
25 FRA 11 Mathieu Deplanque 110
26 ITA 1 Devoti Luca 117
27 SWE 7 Aderman Kristian 124
28 SLO 5 Vincec Gasper 124
29 BEL 2 Rogge Philippe 128
30 GBR 550 Howard Matt 129
31 BRA 109 Zarif Jorge 134
32 IRL 5 Jacob Youen 136
33 UKR 21 Kotov Sergiy 150
34 SUI 465 Christoph Christen 151
35 GER 8 Jürgen Eiermann 153
36 GRE 8 Alexandros Dragoutsis 156
37 CZE 19 Hyza Jiri 157
38 GER 22 Mitterer Martin 159
39 ITA 15 Marchesini Michele 169
40 CZE 3 Rudolf Lidarik 200
41 FRA 73 Florent Guillaume 201
42 USA 1161 Hart Mo 79
43 GBR 593 Greig Edward 84
44 BRA 7 Bodra Fabio 84
45 USA 1140 Boyd Bryan 87
46 DEN 9 S. laursen Thomas 88
47 SWE 734 Nilsson Anders 94
48 NED 80 Willems Sander 105
49 NED 761 Scheurwater Cees 106
50 GER 165 Meid Dirk 111
51 GBR 589 Chapman Luke 115

52 AUS 228 Beaver Josh 126
53 GER 9 Fiuke Thomas 127
54 SUI 44 Veit David 130
55 AUT 271 Raudaschl Florian 132
56 NED 784 J. jurgens Albert 132
57 ESP 100 Trujillo Villar Rafael 133
58 BLR 7 Korotrevith Ivan 136
59 GER 126 Kessler Paul 142
60 SWE 31 Smit Bjorn 144
61 NED 766 Meijer Ewout 145
62 NED 771 Kort Bastiaan 148
63 USA 1176 Skidmore Gregory 152
64 GER 27 Wolff Matthias 152
65 SUI 471 Nick Benz 152
66 DEN 6 Lovstad Moses 153
67 GER 1920 Miller Matthias 156
68 ESP 292 Santa-ursula vila Miguel 158
69 NED 776 Houweling Joost 160
70 NED 729 De Waal Bas 161
71 NED 788 de Visser Pim 172
72 GER 50 Jost Wolfgang 172
73 GER 92 Guminski Detlev 175
74 NED 775 Visser Gerko 177
75 GER 58 Schulz Thomas 180
76 GER 127 Kliver Andreas 182
77 GER 1894 Uwe Tischmeyer 183
78 GER 12 Guminski David 184
79 SUI 427 Panzeri Daniele 186
80 NED 789 Ter haar Rudolf 197
81 SUI 479 Upazzoli Roberto 200

Semaine Olympique Hyeres
April 20-26, 2002
1 Mateusz KUSZNIEREWICZ POL

2 Guillaume FLORENT FRA
3 Emilios PAPATHANASIOU GRE
4 Sebastien GODEFROID BEL
5 Ben AINSLIE GBR
6 Andrew SIMPSON GBR
7 Michael MAIER CZE
8 Karlo KURET CRO
9 Rafael TRUJILLO VILLAR ESP
10 Nenad VIALI ITA
11 Vincec GASPER (Jnr) SLO
12 Marin MISURA CRO
13 Charlie CUMBLEY GBR
14 Clifton WEBB NZL
15 Jonas HOEGH CHRISTENSEN DEN
16 Chris BRITTLE GBR
17 Sylvain CHTOUNDER FRA
18 Michael FELLMANN GER
19 Waclaw SZUKIEL POL
20 Stefan DE VRIES NED
21 Christoph BURGER SUI
22 Mo HART USA
23 Pascal RAMBEAU FRA

24 Gregory SKIDMORE USA
25 Michal HRUBY CZE
26 Sergey KOTOV UKR
27 Ali Enver ADAKAN TUR
28 Johan TILLANDER SWE
29 Rafal SZUKIEL POL
30 Josh BEAVER AUS
31 Agustin JUAREZ MARRERO ESP
32 Jaap ZIELHUIS NED
33 Kristian ADERMAN SWE

Kieler Woche, Germany
June  2002
1 POL 17 Mateusz Kusznierewicz 5
2 GER 79 Michael Fellmann 8
3 BEL 7 Sebastien Godefroid 8
4 POL 12 Waclaw Szukiel 18
5 RUS 8 Evgeny Tchernov 20
6 GBR 577 David Mellor 21
7 IRL 8 David Burrows 34
8 AUT 271 Florian Raudaschl 38
9 GBR 550 Matt Howard 39
10 POL 7 Rafal Szukiel 46
11 GER 193 Thomas Schmid 49
12 IRL 5 Youen Jacob 50
13 GER 81 Jan-Dietmar Dellas 53
14 GER 126 Paul Keöler 55
15 GBR 593 Edward Greig 56
16 CZE 19 Jiri Hyza 57
17  CZE 3 Rudolf Lidarik 58
18 BLR 7 Vlad Aleinikov 61
19 GER 22 Martin Mitterer 65
20 IRL 10 Aaron O'Grady 69
21 GER 203 Hartmut Duisberg 72
22 DEN 7 Søren Holm 73
23 GER 91 Kai Falkenthal 79
24 POL 1 Piotr Wojewski 81
25 GER 121 Thomas Finke 92
26 GER 27 Matthias Wolff 96
27 GBR 589 Luke Chapman 97
28 SWE 31 Bjorn Smit 98
29 FIN 216 Tapio Nirkko 99
30 GER 165 Dirk Meid 114
31 GER 57 Heinz Wendel 115
32 GER 13 Wolfgang Tamm 123
33 SUI 44 David Veit 128
34 SVK 1 Milan Loukota 131
35 DEN 9 Thomas Laursen 133
36 POL 9 Piotr Zoltowski 133
37 POL 40 Robert Polczynski 133
38 GER 10 Eberhard Bieberitz 134
39 GER 166 Alexander Rück 140
40 HUN 11 Peter Louas 143
41 GER 41 Kai Schrader 149
42 GER 127 Andreas Kliver 157
43 GER 1670 Stefan Haage 157
44 GER 44 Andi Lochbrunner 164
45 SVK 7 Martin Loukota 168
46 GER 190 Alexander Gensch 178
47 GER 173 Jan Hartmann 180
48 GER 266 Michael Eller 189
49 GER 310 Ralf Behrens 204
49 DEN 6 Moses Lovstad 204
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DENMARK

Richard Berg-Larsen writes: "Eurolymp is
back in Denmark, after a few years gap, but
the Royal Danish Yacht Club have announced
that the Eurolymp which used to be called
Tuborg Spring Cup is back for good.

We hope that the Danish Eurolymp once
again will be a fixed weekend on the
International Calender, as it used to be.

This year's races were sailed under very
tough conditions with up to 18 m/s, and with
a very competent jury, who must have read
about the pumping this spring and they
managed to keep it down to an absolute
minimum.

We are looking forward to see more
International sailors next year.

The ALU- CUP has been changed to the
POLYESTER CUP, as Alu masts have now
disappeared from Danish races, and the Alu
Cup has already been won by a Needlespar
alu/carbon once. The cup is therefore going
to the fastest 'white' sail, and that proved very
popular, and several sailors did in fact sail
with the very last white Sobstad and North
sails from 97 and 98. Henrik Barslund showed
up with a renovated Kjølhede Finn DEN 116,
which won the Danish Championship 30 years
ago, and it looked impeccable, with its
gleaming white hull, mahogany deck and a
new beautiful centreboard case. Casper Elkær
Hansen won the new Polyester Cup, as the
old silver trophy was lost when Jesper
Andersen's house burned down in January.

The Dragør sponsored Cup was called the
Dragør Optiks Lindberg Sirius Cup this year,

and they had really lined some nice eyewear
up for everybody to try out, but the weather
unfortunately developed into a minor storm,
and only one race was completed Sunday
morning in survival conditions.

We had one guest sailor from Germany, and
one from Sweden, and poor Eberhard drove
from Schwerin to see his new mast break,
but he claimed that he would be back another
time.

The Danish Finn Scene is now enjoying the
results of several years were we went for
numbers, believing that quality would come
that way, and we now see the results with
more and more sailors going to international
races, and we do now have about a dozen
sailors who have raced outside Denmark this
year, and several of them are now showing
up on the international ranking. The big task
of the Danish Finn Association is now to keep
the class going for the local and national
sailors, as very few sailors wish to join a class
which is too tough.

The Danish Championship will be held in
Hellerup (Copenhagen) 22-25 of August, and
our goal is to make a new record, which will
require at least 43 on the line."

Polyester Cup
4-5 May 2002 Kastrup Sejlklub

1 DEN 7 Søren Holm 4
2 DEN 14 Carsten Jessen 16
3 DEN 17 Lars Juel Christensen 17
4 DEN 180 Michael Staal 16
5 DEN 196 Lars Hall 18
6 DEN 200 Jonas Høgh Christensen 21
7 DEN 6 Jesper Andersen 24
8 DEN 179 Casper Elkær-Hansen 34

9 DEN 9 Thomas Lauersen 36
10 DEN 43 Kim Siestø 38
11 DEN 168 Jens Kristian Andersen 39
12 DEN 176 Lars Vesterholm-Nielsen 42
13 DEN 202 Thorsten Schacht 47
14 DEN 212 Lars Herman Lyng 51
15 DEN 204 Lars Gelbjerg Hansen 54
16 DEN 8 Peter Malm 57
17 DEN 175 Henrik Thomsen 58
18 DEN 183 Richard Berg Larsen 69
19 DEN 77 Flemming B. Jensen 70
20 DEN 116 Henrik Barslund 86
21 DEN 198 Erik Groth 100
22 DEN 172 Jørgen Lindhardtsen 100
23 DEN 266 Frank Berg 100

Dragør Optiks Lindberg Sirius Cup
Finnjoller
9-10 March 2002 Dragør Sejlklub

1 DEN 7 Søren Holm 1
2 DEN 200 Jonas Høgh-Christensen 2
3 DEN 196 Lars Hall 3
4 DEN 9 Thomas Lauersen 4
5 SWE 734 Anders Nilsson 5
6 DEN 172 Jørgen Lindhardtsen 6
7 DEN 180 Michael Staal 7
8 DEN 6 Moses Løvstad 8
9 DEN 201 Lars Hendriksen 9
10 DEN 175 Henrik Thomsen 10
11 DEN 179 Casper Elkær-Hansen 11
12 DEN 204 Lars Gelbjerg-Hansen 12
13 DEN 43 Kim Siestø 13
14 DEN 183 Richard Berg Larsen 14
21 DEN 8 Peter Malm 21
21 DEN 176 Lars Vesterholm-Nielsen 21
21 DEN 192 Lars Stenfeldt Hansen 21
21 GER 10 Eberhard Bieberitz 21
21 DEN 202 Thorsten Schacht 21
21 DEN 77 Flemming Jensen 21

FRANCE

CNHS La Forêt d'Orient –
ChampagneEaster 2002
A royal reception, but no wind  – It has became
a tradition in France that the write-up is done
by the Finnster who finished 4th, but a lot of
French Finnsters said I’m a good writer, so,
even if I only finished 16th amongst the 29
Finns at this regatta, I decided to write the
article.

First, thanks to François and Chantal Limare
for this reception. We had a really nice
weekend between the CNHS and their house
at Piney, 15 km away.

So let's talk about the sailing. I have bought
a more recent hull (Devoti 93) named
Gwalenn Vras 2, but I still have my first
Gwalenn Vras mast, which is really too soft
(after Sergio Leone's spaghetti westerns,
here comes Carbonspars spaghetti masts)
and I was the one with a dacron sail (Sobstad).

By the way, the wind was so twisted that, if
you were lucky, you could win with the original
Finn built by Rickard Sarby in 1949 and her
original rig - if she's still sailing today. The
type of course chosen was the Olympic
triangle.

On Saturday, two races were run. Yves
Zoccola (Lemieux) won the first thanks to a
left wind shift which sent the sailors (me
amongst them) on the right side The second
was won by Patrick Zagazuc (Pata). In the
evening, couscous for dinner at CNHS.

On Sunday, two races were also sailed in
very light winds. Both were shortened. Jean
Duru (Devoti) won the first and Jean-Pierre
Hautecoeur the second. The second race
took place in a rotating wind which changed
gybing and downwind buoys to windward
buoy and windward buoy to downwind buoy.
The cup was full for some unlucky Finnsters
who gave up.

Monday saw absolutely no wind, so no racing.
Prizegiving at 12.00. Jean Duru wins overall.
I finish 16th – it's a deception, but I will sure
come again to La Forêt d'Orient. Hoping for
stronger wind for next time!

Jean-Marc ALBERT – FRA 19

Results:
1 FRA 77 Jean Duru 6
2 FRA 14 Christophe Montoriol 9
3 FRA 794 Joseph Rochet 9
4 FRA 784 Claude Vauthier 13
5 FRA 76 Jean Pierre Hautecoeur 14
6 FRA 792 Xavier Duchemin 17
7 FRA 806 Patrick Zagazuc 23
8 FRA 800 Yves Zoccola 24
9 FRA 776 Jean Bernard Heraudet 25
10 FRA 779 Gilles Malservet 27
11 FRA 101 Vincent Lesage 27
12 GBR 546 Patrick Moore 27
13 FRA 23 Didier Mallego 29
14 FRA 817 Philippe Vallier 31
15 FRA 5 Jacques Lalanne 35
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USA

Alamitos Bay YC OCR 2002
March 22 -24
1 USA 1151 Darrell Peck 16
2 USA 1140 Bryan Boyd 21
3 USA 1170 Geoffrey Ewenson 22
4 USA 1161 Mo Hart 29
5 USA 78 Andrew Kern 44
6 USA 74 Henry Sprague 46
7 USA 11 David Branch 68

8 USA 151 Patrick Weaver 69
9 USA 17 Bret Webb 74
10 USA 6 Joe Burke 84
11 USA 161 Robert Carlen 107
12 USA 1132 Charles Heimler 111
13 USA 1009 Andras Nady 113
14 USA 7 Joe D’amico 122
15 USA 1110 Ken Hays 128
16 USA Philippe Kahn 153

GERMANY

Nesselblatt Steinhude  – May 3-5 2002
David Guminski (GER 12) writes: “The
Nesselblatt Regatta once again attracted a
record fleet of 83 Finnsters from Switzerland,
Germany, Austria, Holland and Josh Beaver
from Australia at the Schaumburg Lippischer
Seglerverein. It was a hard battle for the
victory between Michael Fellmann, former
world champion Thomas Schmid and the
Dutch sailor Jaap Zielhuis.

On Friday there were mainly light winds and
Jaap was able to score 1, 1, 3 but he got
disqualified in the first race because of a early
start. On Saturday he totally lost his luck and
the victory when he got disqualified again,
this time because of the black flag. A victory
in last race did not save him in the end,
because of this two disqualifications.

Michael Fellmann won the first and the third
race and had equal points with Thomas
Schmid, who won the forth race. On Sunday
there was no wind, so Michael was the
winner.“

Results (89 entries)
1 GER 79 Michael Fellmann 11
2 GER 193 Thomas Schmid 11
3 GER 91 Kai Falkenthal 34
4 NED 766 Ewout Meijer 36
5 GER 203 Hartmut Duisberg 43
6 GER 310 Ralf Behrens 44
7 GER 8 Jürgen Eiermann 47
8 GER 71 Benedikt Gåch 48
9 NED 80 Sander Willems 50
10 AUS 228 Josh Beaver 52
11 GER 81 Jan-Dietmar Dellas 54
12 SUI 62 Silvan Zuppiger 56
13 GER 3 Walter Mai 56
14 GER 212 Erk Müller 58
15 NED 761 Cees Scheurwater 64

16 FRA 19 Jean Marc Albert 36
17 FRA 6 Francois Limare 44
18 FRA 8 Jean Paul Gaston 46
19 FRA 807 Rene Siot 46
20 FRA 24 Marc Limouse 49
21 FRA 821 Simon Lemaitre 51
22 FRA 772 Bruno Rossignol 52
23 FRA 80 Jeremie Heraudet 54
24 FRA 789 Claude Brunet 60
25 FRA 762 Patrick Chomet 64
26 FRA 667 Patrice Rovere 65
27 FRA 6 Pierre Limare 70
28 FRA 815 Frederic Behar 70
29 FRA 107 Serge Villard 71

16 GER 51 Hermann Hilde 67
17 GER 10 Eberhard Bieberitz 77
18 GER 1920Matthias Miller 77
19 GER 166 Friedrich Müller 83
20 SUI 464 Ivor Ganahl 85

Right :  P ic ture of  our  Webmaster
(www.finnwelle.de) Felix Spring, who does a
great job with the German Finn page.
(According to David Guminski, probably the
best Finn page in the world.)

Action from Kiel Week
Photos by Peter Scheuerl



September
September 7-8 Niederhornkanne Thun Switzerland franz.buergi@freesurf.ch
September 12-15 UK Nationals Warsash UK www.finnuk.com
September 14-15 Ofelia Cup Snekkersten Denmark kroelleboelle@hotmail.com
September 16-22(?)  Dutch Nationals Andijk Netherlands
September 21-22 Danish Singlehanded Skovshoved Denmark kroelleboelle@hotmil.com
September 22-25 CORK Kingston Canad www.cork.org

October
October 4-6 Finn Cup Macesine Italy
October 5-6 UK Inland Champs Ullswater UK phil.laycock@mc-2.co.uk
October 10-13 US Nationals Santa Cruz USA mo@sprynet.com
October 11-14 Semana Naval Bay of Cadiz Spain
October 17-20 Enoshima Olympic Week Enoshima Japan
October 18-20 Canadian Nationals Toronto Canada www.rcya.ca
October 19-20 Mémorial Marc Lambelet Neuenburg Switzerland franz.buergi@freesurf.ch
October 26-27 OCR Weymouth UK phil.laycock@mc-2.co.uk

November
November 2-3 Lebkuchenregatta Oberhofen Switzerland franz.buergi@freesurf.ch
November 9-10   OCR Rutland UK phil.laycock@mc-2.co.uk

December
December 3-6 Sail Brisbane Manly, Brisbane Australia
December 12-15 Sydney International Regatta Sydney Harbour Australia fax +61 29552 6159
December 26-30 Christmas Regatta Palamos Spain fax +34 1 416 4504

INTERNATIONAL RACING CALENDAR 2002

For  fu r the r
information on
any event, to
c h e c k  t h e
l a t e s t
information on
d a t e s  a n d
venues or to
add events and
c o n t a c t
numbers to this
list contact the
IFA Office or
see the IFA or
ISAF website.
Please check
all details with
o r g a n i s e r s
b e f o r e
travelling.
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Elvstrom-Zellerbach

The Finn class returned to the Elvstrom-
Zellerbach regatta this year. The first day of
racing started with classic St. Francis
conditions. The sailors tacked for the middle
of the bay to get in the maximum ebb. Then
the sailors would try to judge the lay-line
perfectly and round the weather mark with
maximum speed. Mo and Darrell Peck started
some obvious match racing early. ‘D’ found
some clear air on the second run to take the
first race. Transpac winner, Philippe Kahn,
sailed to third behind Mo. They were followed
by Bob, Rob, and Joe.

Race two became a little trickier. The tide
started to change and the wind was dying
around the windward mark. Mo Hart opened
up a comfortable lead on the second beat.
‘D’ closed the gap to less than a boat length
on the final run but it was too little too late.
Philippe Kahn took advantage of Patrick
Weaver’s capsize to take another 3rd place.

Race three was not a typical San Francisco
event. Shortly after the start, the wind clocked
20 degrees left. Mo won the leeward end
start and was now in a comfortable lead. He
managed to cover ‘D’ and play the lefties
perfectly. Philippe arrived at the mark 3rd but
hit it. This allowed Patrick to move up. On
the second beat, Mo screamed at a keel boat
crossing the course. This caused the keel
boater to bear off sharply at ‘D’ almost
capsizing him to windward and swamping his
boat. ‘D’ managed to bail and to close the
gap to a few lengths on the final run. Mo took
the line and bragging rights for that night.

The next day started with beautiful wind and
sunshine but where were the sailors? Most
of the fleet was late. PRO, John Craig, held
off for a few minutes while the sailors got
their act together. Mo got a great start and
flew to the right corner with ‘D’ behind. Mo
over-stood and ‘D’ took advantage by nailing
the lay-line. Mo tried bear off and roll ‘D’ to
take the lead before the top mark. He got a
little too close and had to do circles after his
sail hit D’s rail. Patrick flew downwind to take
third with Philippe, Joe, Bob and Andras right
behind.

Mo won the next start as Patrick and ‘D’ were
stalled at the wrong end of the line. Joe and
Philippe were crossing tacks and battling
closely on the runs. Mo covered ‘D’ all the
way to the finish with Patrick, Philippe, Joe,
Bob and Andras following.

The breeze freshened a little for the final race
of the regatta. ‘D’ won the leeward end start.
Then he almost capsized when he tacked to
port with a tangled traveller line. Mo crossed

the fleet and led early in the race to the right.
‘D’ squeaked in front of Mo at the next cross
with Philippe, Patrick and the fleet right behind.
On the run, Mo went for the middle and more
breeze while ‘D’ and the fleet sailed the lay-
line. ‘D’ held on to round a couple boat lengths
in front of Mo with Patrick close behind. The
fleet ran in to congestion as they lapped the
larger Laser fleet. ‘D’ made it through relatively
unhurt while Mo got stuck out on the lay-line
and over-stood the top mark.On the run, ‘D’
got stuck behind some slower Lasers while
Mo was making good time out in the middle.
‘D’ broke free for the finish as the Lasers
rounded their leeward mark.

Bob Carlen, former USAFA president, said,
“This is the first time I’ve sailed the Elvström
regatta without capsizing, in almost 40 years!”
The Finns used to get almost 100 boats at
those regattas. ‘D’ won the tie breaker and
the regatta over Mo. Patrick took third just in
front of Philippe. Andras took the classic boat
division while Rob Croghan was top Canadian.

“Who. Me?!”
Philippe Kahn

STOP PRESS: Future events – 2003 Europeans, Maarstrand, Sweden, 5-13 June; 2003 Gold Cup, Cadiz, Spain,13-24 September; 2004 Europeans, La Rochelle, France; 2004

Gold Cup, February, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. Full AGM Minutes will be published in next issue, out in November. Please send all reports, news, gossip and lies by October 7th!!


