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Using Pata
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masts at the Finn
World Masters

in Cannes
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Cover photos: Action from Sail Melbourne 2004.
Photos: Sport the Library/Sail Melbourne. Inset: Top
three at Masters. Photo: Lo•ck Zoccola.
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Editorial
This is the last FINNFARE before the
Olympic regatta and the competition is
getting as hot as the weather in Athens is
supposed to be. It would be a brave man
to predict the outcome in Greece later this
summer. The depth of the fleet is deep
indeed, although there will be a lot of new
faces there as well as some older ones.
Whatever happens, it is the taking part that
counts and as long as FINNFARE is sent
enough pictures and stories for the next
issue, then your editor will be quite happy.

It has been a privilege and a pleasure to
watch the preparation and qualification of
most of the sailors in both C‡diz and Rio,
and I am sure that the competition in Athens
will be equally as fierce. It has long been
a trait of the Finn class that while sailors
may fight tooth and nail on the water, as
soon as they are ashore the heat of battle
is forgotten. This is a tradition we are proud
of and has nothing to do with most of us
needing help to get our boats out of the water!

At several high profile regattas recently, it
seems that many sailors are not attending
the opening and closing ceremonies. This
causes embarrassment to both the
organisers and sponsors, as well as to the
class. We can only expect to have good
championships organised, with presents
for everyone, an all Olympic Jury, a clinic
and a class rep if the sailors respect their
part of the contract. As a class we are letting
each other down by not fully attending official
occasions at regattas such as sponsorsÕ
parties and prizegiving ceremonies.

Most sailors are aware of the importance
of sponsorship and go to great lengths to
get their own. OK, everyone has other
pressures during and after events, but think,
if it was your sponsor you were going to see,
there is no way on earth you would not attend.
Please have respect for the commitment
of the sponsors to your class and the efforts
of the organisers in staging our regattas.

Finally, please send in more reports,
pictures, comments and gossip for the
bumper Olympic edition, to be published
in September.

Good luck and fair winds to all in Athens.

Robert

Photo: Junior Prizegiving in La Rochelle
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Useful web links

International Finn Asociation www.finnclass.org
ISAF www.sailing.org

Belgian Finn Association www.geocities.com/finnbelgium/
British Finn Association www.finnuk.co.uk
Canadian Finn Association www.finncanada.org
Danish Finn Association www.finnjolle.dk
Dutch Finn Association www.finn-sailing.nl
French Finn Association www.finn-france.com
German Finn Association www.finnwelle.de
Hungarian Finn Association www.telnet.hu/finn
Italian Finn Association www.classefinn.it
New Zealand Finn Association www.nzfinn.org
Swedish Finn Association www.finnejolle.nu
Swiss Finn Association www.finn.ch
USA Finn Association www.usfinnclass.org

Devoti Sailing Ltd www.devotisailing.com
Pata Willetts Marine www.suntouched.co.uk
Lemieux Boats webhome.idirect.com/~lemieux
North Sails UK www.northsails.co.uk/one-design/finn.htm
North Sails USA www.northsailsod.com
North Sails NZ www.nz.northsails.com
Sea-nergy Sails www.sea-nergy.com
Victory Sails www.victorysails.com, www.intervela.com
Marina Dellas www.dellas.de
High Performance Wetsuits NZ www.hikingpantsnz.com

All major Finn gear suppliers will get a free listing. All advertisers will
get one yearÕs inclusion on this list.

FINNatics and FINNLOG: Please note that these are now only
available from the IFA through the IFA office, and no longer from
the editor. FINNatics are available at regattas and by post for
GBP 20 incl p&p. FINNLOGs are also available for GBP 5 plus
p&p. Few remaining stocks left, so if you still donÕt have these
tomes of Finn sailing, buy one quick!

FINN - SINGLE HANDED MEN - TOP 200 RANKINGS
Issue Date - 3 Jun 2004

 Skipper  Nation  Prev  Events Points

1 Ben AINSLIE  GBR  2 7  5679
2 Mateusz KUSZNIEREWICZ  POL  1 7  5562
3 Karlo KURET  CRO  6 7  5362
4 Rafael TRUJILLO VILLAR  ESP  7 7  5351
5 Sebastien GODEFROID  BEL  3 7  5340
6 Andrew SIMPSON  GBR  5 7  5333
7 Jonas HOEGH CHRISTENSEN  DEN  4 7  5143
8 Guillaume FLORENT  FRA  10 7  5078
9 Soren HOLM  DEN  8 7  5075
10 Marin MISURA  CRO  11 7  4993
11 Michael MAIER  CZE  9 7  4969
12 Anthony NOSSITER  AUS  12 7  4904
13 Emilios PAPATHANASIOU  GRE  15 7  4781
14 David BURROWS  IRL  24 7  4729
15 Joao SIGNORINI  BRA  23 7  4659
16 Michael FELLMANN  GER  14 7  4643
17 Jaap ZIELHUIS  NED  16 7  4596
18 Gasper VINCEC  SLO  21 7  4589
19 Stefan DE VRIES  NED  19=  7  4577
20 Waclaw SZUKIEL  POL  13 7  4552

Above: These remarkable photos were supplied
by Mateusz after a rather windy Miami 2004.
A special editorÕs prize to anyone who can

correctly identify themselves.
[Guess what: a new bucket!]
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Is Mateusz the best Finn sailor of all time?

IFA are delighted to announce that Mateusz Kusznierewicz is to
be inducted into the Finn Class Hall of Fame, joining class legends
such as Paul Elvstr¿m, John Bertrand, Lasse HjortnŠs, Jose
Luis Doreste and Jšrg Bruder.

MateuszÕs dedication and commitment are to credit to him and
have been a credit to the Finn class for the past decade, a decade
in which he has won everything that there has been to win,
sometimes many times over. Five major championship wins,
including his fantastic Gold Medal at the 1996 Olympic regatta
and six times runner up in the Gold Cup and Europeans has
been a formidable achievement, and one that has proven hard
to match by his fellow competitors. Of course, he has also won
numerous other major regattas and has held the number one
spot on the ISAF World Rankings more times than most sailors
care to remember.

His recent win at the Europeans
in La Rochelle was not only
remarkable in that he became
the only man to beat his arch
rival Ben Ainslie in a major
championship since Ben
entered the class in 2002, but
also because Mateusz has now
become arguably the most
successful Finn sailor of all time.

In FINNatics, a chapter is
devoted to the most successful
Finn sailors of all time, analysing
the Olympics, the Gold Cup and the Europeans and allocating
6 points for Gold, 3 for Silver and 1 for Bronze. The top of this
list has been held for 37 years by Willy Kuhweide. Equalled in
1987 by Lasse HjortnŠs, Willy's success has been unbeaten...until
now. MateuszÕs win in La Rochelle now gives him 48 points, 5
points clear of the previous leader and takes him to the top of
the list.

MateuszÕs place in Finn history in undisputed and he has become
one of the all-time giants of the Finn class Ð a sailor who has
been rarely equalled, seldom beaten and is a proud asset of the
best singlehanded class in the world. Well done Mateusz!

Brief History:
Olympics: 1 (1996), 4 (2000), ? (2004)
Gold Cup: 13 (1994), 46 (1995), 16 (1996), 8 (1997), 1 (1998),
2 (1999), 1 (2000), 2 (2001), 2 (2002), 6 (2003), 4 (2004)
Europeans: 14 (1994), 21 (1995), 2 (1996), 6 (1997), 5 (1998),
2 (1999), 1 (2000), 5 (2001), 43 (2002), 2 (2003), 1 (2004)

Is this LucaÕs last Finn race? Luca climbing back into his Finn
in La Rochelle after falling out just before the finish.

Photo kindly supplied by Larry Lemieux.
Luca has since been announced as the skipper of the +39 Italian

AmericaÕs Cup challenge, with Iain Percy as helmsman.

New New Zealand Secretary
Clifton Webb has retired as the New Zealand Finn Association secretary
and has been replaced by Christine Heady. Christine can be contacted
on finnsailor@ihug.co.nz. They also have a new website site address
www.nzfinn.org.

New IFA Webmaster
Those who keep an eye on the IFA website will notice that we have
a new webmaster. Mathieu De Verdiere, a French student living in
the UK and a keen Finnster, took on the role earlier this year and has
kept things moving. If you have any material for Mathieu please email
him on webfinn@post.com, especially of course day by day regatta
reports.

Finn stolen in England
Please keep a look out for a Finn that has been stolen. Ed GreigÕs
Devoti boat with royal blue topsides together with several sails (GBR
593 and GBR 577) and masts was stolen from Hayling Island SC
towards the end of 2003.  Its ISAF plaque number is 2773. One of
the masts was a white Wilke mast with a lot of paint missing from
below the deck ring. Two of the sails taken were a North B3L in the
light North cloth and a North HV2 in the heavy cloth. Both sails have
been used for about 2 weeks, so they donÕt look brand new. Contact
Ed on +44 (0)1344 624386 or email a.p.grieg@talk21.com  if you
have any news of his boat.

This is surely no
way to treat a
highly tuned

racing machine,
but the occasion

was Michael
MaierÕs 40th

Birthday, which he
celebrated in fine

style at La
Rochelle during
the Europeans.
The sad state of

MichaelÕs
cherished steed
was snapped by

Pierre le Chatelier.
Thanks Pierre!
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EUROPEAN CHAMPIONSHIP 2004 - FINAL RESULTS

1 POL 17 Mateusz Kusznierewicz 2 2 2 1 3 DNF4 7 1 22
2 GBR  3 Ben Ainslie 28 4 1 4 2 15 2 2 BFD 58
3 FRA 73 Guillaume Florent 11 5 9 2 13 10 8 4 13 62
4 NZL 14 Dean Barker 4 37 6 18 10 9 9 1 16 73
5 BEL  7 Sebastien Godefroid 1 6 3 35 7 11 11 6 BFD 80
6 CAN 303 Richard Clarke 17 35 11 13 12 2 27 5 3 90
7 CRO 11 Karlo Kuret 21 26 26 19 1 6 13 8 11 105
8 GRE  7 Emilios Papathanasiou 29 1 4 17 8 22 30 3 BFD 114
9 NZL 27 Clifton Webb 3 9 19 9 BFD14 10 41 10 115
10 ESP 100 Rafael Trujillo 33 17 33 8 23 4 3 25 8 121
11 DEN  7 Soren Holm 5 10 25 30 15 3 40 10 29 127
12 NZL 19 Peter Fox 6 15 35 14 6 24 32 12 20 129
13 AUS 221 Anthony Nossiter 53 8 13 25 9 16 28 18 12 129
14 BRA 10 Joao Signorini 20 24 15 20 16 27 22 19 2 138
15 CRO 25 Marin Misura 19 42 23 27 5 7 --- 13 4 140
16 TUR  6 Ali Enver Adakan 14 46 12 7 18 19 6 23 BFD 145
17 GBR  6 Andrew Simpson 41 3 24 5 30 1 37 14 BFD 155
18 SLO  5 Gasper Vincec 40 50 14 11 4 26 1 24 BFD 170
19 SWE  7 Kristian Aderman 42 23 40 6 14 43 17 9 21 172
20 DEN 200 Jonas Hogh-Christensen 13 7 7 24 19 8 12 DNF BFD 181

The first three days of the championship were
just enough to measure 90 boats. Class
measurer JŸri Saraskin received some
outstanding help from the French team and
its chief measurer, Alain Bugeaud. The
President of the organising club - Societe des
Regates Rochelaises (SRR) - Gilles Chabaud,
is an ex-Finn sailor and organised a social
programme to entertain sailors and officials
all week long. Regatta sponsor, Harken, gave
daily prizes for winners in the senior and
junior divisions. The unsettled weather was
the only threat for this high level regatta.

Day one
After a postponement on shore, the wind
picked to 8-10 knots and the first race finally
started under black flag (after 2 general
recalls). The current and shifty winds made
racing tricky. The majority of the fleet started
at the pin end of the line. The race leaders
played the shifts on the left. Soren Holm was
first at the top mark but dropped to 4th.
Sebastien Godefroid made steady progress
throughout the race to win in front of Mateusz
Kusznierewicz and Clifton Webb. The Kiwis

were sailing their last selection for the
Olympics and the battle between them was
fierce. They finished within 3 points of each
other with Clifton Webb finishing 3rd in front
of Dean Barker in 4th and Peter Fox in 6th.

The wind increased in strength and stability
for the second race. Again the gains were
made on the left side. Emilios Papathanasiou
led the race from start to end: ÒI started on
the pin end and played the shifts in the middle.
The wind was nice, like in Athens. I am not
so used to the current here, but the racing
was good.Ó Second and third places went to
Mateusz and Andrew Simpson. First Junior
in both races was Lei Gong from China.

Day two
Racing started with a light and steady 10
knots breeze and sunny conditions. Big black
clouds and rain suddenly arrived, affecting
the temperature and wind. Ben Ainslie led

the fleet around the first mark with Liu Bo on
his trail. While Ben distanced himself from
the fleet, Liu Bo dropped some places on the
downwind legs to cross the finish line in 8th.
Ben easily won the race, increasing his lead
on Mateusz on the run. ÒIt was another tricky
race. The left side was favoured again, but
frankly no one here can explain why,Ó admitted
the triple World Champion. Run specialists,
Mateusz, Sebastien Godefroid and Emilios
Papathanasiou climbed to the top of the fleet
after the first downwind leg to follow Ben
home. Ismael Bruno was the first Frenchman
in 5th. ÒIsmael decided to change his equipment
and it responded better to the conditions.Ó
explained his coach, Patrice Guadagnin.

After three races, Mateusz had a small lead
over Sebastien. Guillaume Florent, freshly
selected in HyŽres for Athens was in third
position, two points ahead of Jonas Hoegh-
Christensen. With a sore knee, US
representative Kevin Hall decided to stop
racing to recover before the next regatta.
Luca Devoti also stopped after two races.

Day three
The fourth race started with 12 knots and the
ÔOlympic triangleÕ. The Oscar flag allowing
free pumping was displayed on the top mark,
giving a rest to the jury, and providing lots of
fun to the sailors. Guillaume was first at the
top mark followed by Mateusz, Ben and
Mattias Miller from Germany. At the leeward
mark, Mateusz had passed Guillaume with
Ben in second position. On the second beat
Mateusz enjoyed a big shift on the extreme
left side of the course that propelled him out
of reach of his followers. Guillaume caught
up Ben and stayed on his tail until the last
beat. Guillaume and Michael Fellmann who
had sailed further to the left made some
ground on Ben, to take 2nd and 3rd.

Leading from start to finish, the 1996 Gold Medalist Mateusz Kusznierewicz won the 2004 European Championships in fine
style. Never out of the top seven, he dominated in the variable conditions. Sailed from 6th to the 15th May in La Rochelle
France, 90 sailors from 33 nations took part, with 10 countries in close competition for the remaining five Olympic berths.

Guillaume Florent and Mateusz
Kusznierewicz receive their medals
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EUROPEAN CHAMPIONSHIP 2004 - FINAL RESULTS
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4 NZL 14 Dean Barker 4 37 6 18 10 9 9 1 16 73
5 BEL  7 Sebastien Godefroid 1 6 3 35 7 11 11 6 BFD 80
6 CAN 303 Richard Clarke 17 35 11 13 12 2 27 5 3 90
7 CRO 11 Karlo Kuret 21 26 26 19 1 6 13 8 11 105
8 GRE  7 Emilios Papathanasiou 29 1 4 17 8 22 30 3 BFD 114
9 NZL 27 Clifton Webb 3 9 19 9 BFD14 10 41 10 115
10 ESP 100 Rafael Trujillo 33 17 33 8 23 4 3 25 8 121
11 DEN  7 Soren Holm 5 10 25 30 15 3 40 10 29 127
12 NZL 19 Peter Fox 6 15 35 14 6 24 32 12 20 129
13 AUS 221 Anthony Nossiter 53 8 13 25 9 16 28 18 12 129
14 BRA 10 Joao Signorini 20 24 15 20 16 27 22 19 2 138
15 CRO 25 Marin Misura 19 42 23 27 5 7 --- 13 4 140
16 TUR  6 Ali Enver Adakan 14 46 12 7 18 19 6 23 BFD 145
17 GBR  6 Andrew Simpson 41 3 24 5 30 1 37 14 BFD 155
18 SLO  5 Gasper Vincec 40 50 14 11 4 26 1 24 BFD 170
19 SWE  7 Kristian Aderman 42 23 40 6 14 43 17 9 21 172
20 DEN 200 Jonas Hogh-Christensen 13 7 7 24 19 8 12 DNF BFD 181

21 FRA 972 Isma‘l Bruno 32 53 5 40 28 35 26 27 6 199
22 IRL  8 David Burrows 54 38 16 51 BFD20 7 11 5 202
23 NED 78 Jaap Zielhuis 8 54 10 10 24 30 34 35 BFD 205
24 GER 79 Michael Fellmann 52 11 20 3 17 34 23 46 BFD 206
25 CAN 41 Christopher Cook 12 32 47 23 54 21 5 21 BFD 215
26 CRO 14 Nenad Viali 34 16 31 12 33 5 38 57 47 216
27 NED  6 Stefan De Vries 27 61 36 33 31 12 49 28 7 223
28 ARG  1 Alejandro Colla 43 28 18 36 32 29 39 17 28 227
29 RUS  1 Vladimir Krutskikh 44 25 21 38 20 48 24 29 27 228
30 SWE  1 Daniel Birgmark 31 18 44 46 38 50 14 15 23 229
31 IRL 10 Aaron O'Grady 7 22 29 58 35 32 36 33 38 232
32 POL  7 Rafal Szukiel 9 12 49 28 45 46 25 DNF 19 233
33 HUN  1 Balazs Hajdu 15 51 39 61 22 28 19 26 37 237
34 SWE 736 Johan Tillander 10 20 63 15 21 DNF 61 39 9 238
35 RUS  8 Evgeny Chernov 64 29 32 41 26 41 18 37 15 239
36 AUT 271 Florian Raudaschl 16 64 30 47 25 13 51 20 41 243
37 ARG 11 Julio Alsogaray 58 47 17 53 27 18 35 34 14 245
38 SUI  1 Othmar Mueller V. Blumencron 51 13 38 34 34 33 20 32 BFD 255
39 ITA 15 Michele Marchesini 26 21 43 29 50 31 60 42 35 277
40 GBR 550 Matthew Howard 46 48 27 31 51 36 82 16 36 291
41 EST  8 Imre Taveter 75 34 BFD 56 42 37 16 22 25 307
42 UKR  1 Oleksiy Borysov 70 27 28 DSQ 46 61 15 47 24 318
43 CHN 226 Bo Liu 24 69 8 26 BFDDSQ 43 30 30 321
44 FIN 216 Tapio Nirkko 36 36 61 52 41 40 31 71 31 328
45 CHN 43 Quan Li Hong 55 58 65 74 43 62 21 31 17 352
46 GER 151 Mattias Miller 57 77 53 16 48 52 54 51 26 357
47 CHN 188 Peng Zhang 48 40 71 39 60 53 33 36 55 364
48 IRL  5 Youen Jacob 56 45 41 42 BFD44 50 61 33 372
49 USA 1140 Bryan Boyd 23 44 69 22 62 55 59 40 BFD 374
50 CHN 319 Lei Gong 30 14 BFD 45 47 51 46 56 --- 380
51 CHN 434 Jun Li 63 56 66 55 40 42 48 44 32 380
52 RUS  7 Kapitonov Vladislav 38 65 54 44 44 56 62 DNF 18 381
53 SUI 467 Peter Theurer 49 31 56 64 37 59 52 48 56 388
54 CHN 155 Xiangfeng Zhang 67 19 77 63 BFD17 41 77 34 395
55 NED 64 Wietze Zetzema 47 71 46 60 BFD39 65 45 22 395
56 DEN  9 Thomas Laursen 59 59 42 62 39 47 47 68 46 401
57 CZE  1 Michael Maier 65 63 22 37 11 23 DNF DNC --- 403
58 CHN 563 Aimin Chen 62 52 BFD 32 58 65 57 38 44 408
59 SUI  7 Christoph Burger 35 43 37 21 BFD38 66 DNF --- 422
60 SUI  5 Christoph Christen 71 75 57 66 29 60 45 54 40 422
61 GRE 11 Pachonios Papastefanou 80 41 48 59 57 58 44 73 45 425
62 HUN  6 Pal Gaszton 50 60 59 57 52 77 70 49 53 450
63 NED 787 Nanno Schuttrups 73 78 51 73 63 69 42 55 39 465
64 GBR  8 Tim Carver 37 DNF 74 71 56 45 69 66 51 469
65 ITA 890 Iacopo Tacchino 77 76 60 43 36 54 77 75 50 471
66 GBR 88 Mark Andrews 76 55 62 50 DNF63 74 43 48 471
67 ESP  1 Diego Fructuoso 82 72 45 49 53 64 68 78 43 472
68 HUN  5 Tibor Pallay 66 39 50 70 59 67 63 62 BFD 476
69 NED 80 Sander Willems 18 70 34 BFDBFD25 58 RAF --- 478
70 EST 15 Janno Hool 45 80 55 75 61 73 64 50 57 480
71 GER 81 Jan-Dietmar Dellas 60 49 80 48 BFD49 79 64 59 488
72 POL  1 Yarema Drogowski 69 66 64 69 55 74 53 52 BFD 502
73 EST  7 Harles Liiv 39 67 DNF 54 64 57 67 DNF BFD 530
74 ISV  1 Ben Beer 61 57 75 68 74 66 76 53 --- 530
75 UKR 11 Yevgen Yaroshenko 85 68 58 77 49 75 71 76 58 532
76 SUI  8 Nick Benz 79 62 52 76 69 DNF 81 60 54 533
77 FRA  7 Pierre le Chatelier 83 73 76 67 BFD72 56 65 49 541
78 SUI 99 Thomas Brack 68 88 72 78 65 70 78 63 52 546
79 SUI 100 David Veit 74 83 68 65 68 71 72 59 BFD 560
80 SUI 12 Franz Buergi 78 84 67 80 73 68 55 58 BFD 563
81 POL 71 Bartlomiey Flak 84 85 73 81 70 81 29 69 BFD 572
82 GER 19 Andreas Bollongino 86 74 81 72 67 76 73 72 62 577
83 USA 12 Kevin Hall 22 30 DNC DNC DNC DNC DNC DNC DNC 598
84 ITA  1 Luca Devoti 25 33 DNC DNF DNC DNC DNC DNC DNC 604
85 FRA 804 Ga‘l Seguin 88 87 70 83 71 80 80 74 61 606
86 FRA 17 Jean-Philippe Saliou 89 81 82 79 66 78 --- --- 42 608
87 GBR 61 Mathieu Colin De Verdiere 72 82 83 85 72 83 85 DNC 63 625
88 GER 266 Michael Eller 81 79 78 84 DNF79 75 DNF 60 627
89 FRA 817 Simon Lemaitre 87 86 79 82 75 82 83 70 --- 644
90 ARG  2 Ricardo Reyes DNFDNF DNC 86 BFD84 84 67 64 658

With more wind in the race 2, Oscar was
displayed at the start of the triangle course.
The wind was up to 14-17 knots. After several
general recalls, the black flag sent several
sailors back home. Ben cleared out at the
start, followed by Karlo Kuret and Mateusz.
Karlo, with a good speed and pointing higher,
gained some ground and finally got even with
Ben who couldnÕt get away. On the last 100
meters from the finish, the Croatian passed
the Brit to win the race. Mateusz crossed the
line in 3rd followed by Gasper Vincec and
Marin Misura. Iacopo Tacchino was the best
Junior in both races in 43rd and 36th place.

Day four
ÒIt was puffy, shifty,Éa patient manÕs dayÓ,
Richard Clarke taking second place,
summarised day fourÕs shifty race by these
simple words, but the race was far from
simple.

Starting with 15 knots, the wind was going
all over the place. Boats at each end of the
line were sailing on different tack. ÒIt was hard
to know who was leading on the first beatÓ
explained Guillaume. First at the top mark, Nenad
Viali enjoyed Òhalf an hour of gloryÓ before
dropping to 4th at the end of the reaches.

High quality competition
With a talented fleet of 90 sailors, the
2004 Finn European Championship in
La Rochelle was set to be a benchmark
in recent Finn sailing. 33 countries
were in contention with 10 fighting for
the last five Olympic berths. They were:
Argentina, Austria, China, Finland,
Hungary, Italy, Japan, Russia, US Virgin
Islands and Ukraine.

IFA coaches Arif Gurdenli and Gus
Miller, had spent the previous week
helping sailors from China, Hungary
and Estonia to prepare for their
qualification regatta. They participated
in an intensive clinic focusing on
equipment tuning as well as sailing
skills and tactics.

With most of the top 50 Finn sailors
present, the quality of the fleet was
unequalled. Many teams were also still
racing for their National selection for
the Olympics: New Zealand, Canada,
Italy, China, Ireland and Switzerland.

Josje Hofland Dominicus (NED),
Chairman of the Jury and her team of
Bernard Bonneau (FRA), Jan Stage
(DEN), Oleg Ilyin (RUS), Bill OÕHara
(IRL) and Ralph Roberts (NZL) will all
be part of the Olympic jury in Athens.
The racing committee was led by
Bernard Carre (PRO in Hy•res on the
Finn class) and Alain Chenais with the
assistance of Course Rep. Peter
Reggio. ÔLuiggiÕ officiated in this same
role during the ISAF Worlds in Cadiz.
He was also the PRO during the 2001
Finn Gold Cup and the Louis Vuitton
Cup.

Ben Ainslie and Emilios Papathanasiou
battle downwind
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Soren Holm, who, like the Croatian had lost some ground on the
reaches claimed first place at the end of the second beat in front of
Richard Clarke and Andrew Simpson. The wind by then had dropped
to 10 knots and the racing committee had changed the Oscar flag.
The jury was again in action and penalised four sailors including Ben,
and Mateusz for the second time, forcing the regatta leader to retire
from the race. ÒThis is so stupid, I saw the C flag for the change of
course at the top mark but I didnÕt see the R flag. I was so concentrated
on the shifts and Sebastien just behind me. It is a real pity, I was
coming 8th and this will make it harder to win the regatta,Ó declared
a disappointed Mateusz.

Richard Clarke led the fleet around the last leeward mark with Andrew
Simpson just behind. The last beat proved tricky. ÔBartÕ took the option
on the right while Richard sailed more conservatively in the centre.
More pressure on the right lifted Andrew to the finish. If yesterday
was ÔKiwi dayÕ today was declared, ÔCroatian dayÕ with Nenad Viali,
Karlo Kuret and Marin Misura taking 5th, 6th and 7th.

Day five
Day five was by far the most difficult day on the water. The wind was
all over the place, up and down in strength, patchy, puffy...whatever
the complaints and the frustration, the favourites came out in front
and the overall result after two races didnÕt change much. Mateusz
after a 4th and a 7th was still in the lead, nine points ahead of direct
rival Ben.

The first race was won by Gasper Vincec. The right side was favoured
by a big shift during the first beat. The wind was light to medium 8 to
10 knots and according to the general description, very shifty. The
wind increased to 12 knots at the start of the second race and up to
15 on the second beat. The course was a windward leeward in the
first race and was changed to a triangle in the second. Emilios
Papathanasiou led the fleet in the second race until Dean Barker
passed him at the end of the reaches to win the race.

Day six
When the black flag came up on the second start of the last race, it
penalised 11 sailors. The third start under the black flag took its toll
among MateuszÕs opponents for the Championship title. The current
was pushing the sailors towards the crowded pin end of the line. Ben,
Sebastien, Emilios, Ali Enver and Gasper took an aggressive start
despite the risk of disqualification.

At the top mark, their names were on the race committee black board,
forcing them to leave the race. ÒIt was such a relief, I could sail my
own race,Ó declared Mateusz. ÒMy only worry was the downwind legs.
I had to restrain myself from moving. I have never been so still in the
boat, but I couldnÕt afford a third penalty.Ó

The championship was in the bag as he went on to win the last race.
With the top two and three out of contention, Guillaume Florent, 4th
before the last race, had to place in the top eight to take 2nd overall
or better than 30th to place 3rd. He was looking good in the top five
before the last beat, but chose to go right on the last upwind leg. He
finished the race in 13th, taking bronze, leaving the silver to Ben.
Dean was 4th in his first European Championship in front of Sebastien.

The European Junior Champion was Ukrainian Oleksiy Borysov in
42nd place. Second was Tapio Nirkko from Finland (44th). Lei Gong
from China took 3rd place in 50th position.

The five countries who qualified for the Athens Olympic regatta are
(upon ISAF approval): Argentina (Alejandro Colla 28th), Russia
(Vladimir Krutskikh, 29th), Hungary (Balazs Hajdu, 33rd), Austria
(Florian Raudaschl, 36th), Italy (Michele Marchesini, 39th).

For the prizegiving ceremony, the yacht club invited all the famous
French Finn sailors of all time to come and congratulate the worldÕs
best. Among them, Serge Maury, Olympic Champion in Kiel in 1972,
Didier Poissant, Olympic Games representative in 1956 in Melbourne,
Yves-Louis Pinaud, 1960 in Rome, Gerard de Villard, Tokyo in 1964,
Philippe Soria in Mexico in 1968, Philippe Presti...
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IFA FINN CLINIC AT LA ROCHELLE
3-9 May 2004, La Rochelle, By Arif Gurdenli
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The 2004 IFA Clinic took place in La Rochelle
during the week before the Europeans. With
7 participants from China, 3 from France
and 1 from Argentina we had a busy time.

The idea of the clinic was to give the sailors
the Ôbig pictureÕ for success rather than just
the boat speed or some drills. Main topics
covered were: boat preparation, boat
handling, boat tuning, sails, speed tests,
strategy & tactics, fitness and rules

Since the boats were not prepared and
measured in detail before we started by
checking the positions for deck ring,
centreboard pin and the mast rake (with a
scale). Since there was big differences
between the sizes of sailors we had to make
some adjustments. For the lighter sailors
(<90 kg), we pull the centreboard pin
backwards to 2.05-2.06 m (from the transom)
and for the heavy guys (>103 kg) we pushed
it forward to 2.07-2.08m. The same applied
to the deck ring that for heavy guys we
pulled the ring back (1 big + 2 small pieces
in front) and for light guys we pushed
it forward (1 big+1 small piece). The rake
is adjusted to 34-35kg for all sailors

and the fine tuning is done on the water after
some speed testing.

Hiking positions are checked as well and
the hiking strap positions together with pussy
pads are adjusted to have the most
comfortable layout. Since in a race more
than half the time is spent upwind (mostly
hiking) it is very important to have the most
comfortable position.

During the week the wind was very generous
that the sailors had to hike quite hard. Lots
of speed testing is done on the water so that
the guys who were not happy with the
settings found opportunity to readjust.

On the shore we rigged a boat and worked
through all the sail controls :
Outhaul; has an overall affect on the sail
that the depth changes by 3 times i.e. if you
let the outhaul 1cm. The draft increases
approx. 3cm. Outhaul also changes the top
1/3 of the leach. If you pull outhaul, top part
of the leech opens where as if you leave the
outhaul it closes the upper leech.
Cunningham; has a direct affect of the draft
position. If you pull the cunningham if also pulls

the draft towards the mast and most importantly
it opened the middle part of the leech.
Inhaul; effects the bottom part of the sail
that pulling it opens the bottom 1/3 of the
leech. It also effects the entrance of the sail.
If you sail at medium winds and flat water
you can leave the outhaul more than normal
so that the entrance of the sail becomes
flatter and you point higher. This setting is
not forgiving which means you have to steer
very carefully. It would also work well if you
play the inhaul together with the mainsheet.

How to measure your rake by a scale
You may have seen many of the most successful Finn sailors using
a scale to measure their mast rake. If you want to catch the
technology and give up on our long time tape measure here is how
to:

First of all you need an electronic scale that can measure 30-40kg
(60-90 lb) sensitively to 0.1 detail. Keep your old tape measure (or
buy one - if you donÕt have one) and get 5.5-6 metres of 3-4 mm
spectra rope.

Tie the spectra rope and the tape measure to your halyard and
hoist it up. Tie one end of the scale to the spectra rope such that
there is enough distance to attach the outhaul to the other end of the
scale when you lift up the boom.

Measure the distance (lets call this A) from top of the mast to the
top of the black band of mast at gooseneck (inhaul). That should
measure 5.70 metres. Anything less or more shall be a correction.
WeÕll come to this soon.

Pull the mainsheet hard so that the boom touches the deck like
you sail upwind. Now measure the distance from top of the mast
to the black band of the boom. Adjust the outhaul so that it will
measure 6.02 metres. Now comes the correction; if the distance
A was 5.70 then no correction is needed. LetÕs say that if A was
5.69 then this needs a 1cm correction so we subtract that from
6.02 which will be 6.01. On the contrary if the measure A was 5.72
then this needs a 2 cm correction so this time we would add it to
6.02 which will become 6.04 metres.

Now read the load on the scale: 31-33kg is the lower end where
37kg is the upper. 35kg would be a good place to start as an
average. If you rake the mast forward the scale will read more, if
you rake back it reads less - on Devoti boats one full turn at the
bottom means approximately 2kg.
A bit complicated ??
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Give your campaign a little more support
Pro range hikers are available in
std/braces, 3/4 braces, full/length
braces, 3/4 johns and full/length
johns, sizes L to XXXL.

Standard features include 10 mm
pvc battens, 3 mm yamamoto
neoprene, kevlar neoprene crutch
and batten pads, glued and stitched
for strength and warmth, extra
features available include kevlar
neoprene bumpads and knee pads,
pee zips and leg zips.Kevlar
neoprene features now standard
with pro range series

www.hikingpantsnz.com
Email: hikingpants@xtra.co.nz

Phone: +64 9 410 5999
Cell: +64 25 287 5754 ¥ Fax +64 9 4105999

I had to return back home just before the regatta started and Gus
stayed with the sailors during the races. My old friend Laurence (ex
Europe sailor from France) was also very very supportive, helping us
at every aspect to run the clinic efficiently. She has done a great job
to host the Europeans at La Rochelle. Thank you very much Laurence.

If you pull the mainsheet then you also pull the
inhaul and if you ease the mainsheet then you
also ease the inhaul. This way the sails keeps
a nice shape at all times.

In the mornings we spent some time at the
classroom discussing about the strategy, tactics,
rules and fitness. In the afternoon we were on
the water for long hours, speed testing, short
races, start drills, tack and gybes during the short
racing. On the upwinds we concentrated on the
steering, sail shapes, hiking and body movements.
On the downwind we focused on how to be more
comfortable in the boat, steering the waves,
easing the controls (i.e. outhaul, cunningham,
inhaul), centreboard position (between 1/2 and
3/4 up) and also vang tension. The part of the
sail that you shall look at is the top part of the
leech Ð if you pull the vang hard then the leech
becomes very tight and thereÕs not enough power
on the sail. This way itÕs safer but also harder
to catch the waves. If you leave the vang very
loose (except for the light winds) then the leech
becomes too open where the boat becomes
unstable and you also loose power. Optimum
adjustment is to have the leech moving like a
birdÕs wing while playing the sail or pumping.

Gus Miller was with us during the clinic and it was great to have him
around. He was dedicated to share his knowledge with the sailors at
all times. He was on the water in our coach boat every time. Although
I gave him hard time while driving the boat sometimes roughly over
the waves, he did not mention anything. Thank you Gus.

One day Andy Zawieja was the guest speaker talking about the masts.
He mentioned the importance of deciding on a concept for the masts.

Since the masts can be soft-stiff bottom, soft-stiff middle and soft-stiff
tip or any combination it may cause the sailor to be confused if trying
to go for all. As a general approach, soft bottom (fore/aft) masts act
like a good suspension and could be faster in waves and windy
conditions. Stiff bottom masts (fore/aft) would be good for light winds
and smooth sea. Stiff top (fore/aft) helps to keep the draft of the sail
at top and the leech tension can be better controlled. Softer top
(fore/aft) could be good for light weight sailors.

More important is the sideways bend. If a mast is soft at the deck
level then itÕs not possible to point high enough. If you have a good
weight (around 100kg) and you are strong then itÕs good to have the
mast going straight up to the middle of mast (for sideways bend). One
other aspect to check is the sideways bend for both starboard and
port tack. Sometimes the mast would be bending slightly different of
opposite tacks and this would cause a sail to look good on one tack
but bad on other. Sideways bend has also a direct affect on the overall
shape of the sail. Top part of the mast (sideways) should have enough
bend that the leech will be open in a breeze or choppy wave conditions.

Measuring the mast in the regular way (12kg at the tip and supporting
at the decking) is very good to match the sail but does not give a
good indication for what the mast does near the deck and BB levels.
Old style testing (hanging 20kg in the middle and supporting the mast
at the ends) would give a more accurate reading especially for the
lower parts. Thank you Andy.




